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ERIE  FIFTY-EIGHT  YEARS  AGO. 

State  Street. 

by  OUR  “ERIE  COUNTY”  CONTRIBUTOR. 

In  1821,  State  street,  from  the  Bay  to 
26ch  street,  had  been  laid  out  to  the  width 
of  100  feet  for  26  years,  and  from  the  bank 
of  the  lake  to  12th  street,  had  been  opened 
to  its  legal  width,  but  at  that  date  was  very 
blank  as  to  buildings.  From  the  water  to 
Second  street  the  bluff  bank  stood  m  its 
natural  state  until  1824,  when  the  farst  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  cut  the  hill  down  to 
grade,  but  it  was  not  passable  for  two  or 
three  years  thereafter.  On  the  east  side  ot 
State  street,  from  Front  to  Second  street, 
it  was  owned  by  P.  S.  V.  Harnot,  Esq., 
half  wav  through  to  French  street,  and  he 
lived  in  a  story  and  a  half  frame  house  near 
the  corner  of  State  and  2d,  fronting  on  2d. 
Mr.  Hamot  lived  there  until  1826,  when  he 
built  the  brick  mansion  on  Front  street, 
and  made  that  his  residence  until  his.  death 
in  1846.  The  site  of  the  old  house  is  now 
occupied  by  the  ‘‘ Franklin  buildings.” 

From  t  ront  to  2d  street,  west  side  Gen. 
■  Kelso’s  old  residence  and  garden,  yard,  &c.,  , 
occupied  the  entire  space.  .  IT1  ,  ! 

South  of  2d,  east  aide,  Gapt.  Darnel  Dob- 1 
bins  owned  the  entire  front  to  3d  street,  ana 
the  “Dobbins  homestead,  built  in  181b, 
stood  at  the  corner  of  State  and  3d  streets.  , 
No  other  house  was  on  that  blank  until 
|1823,  when  a  small  frame  building  was  put  j 
L  by  Gapt.  Dobbins,  which  is  still  stand- 
ncr  Gapt.  Dobbins  opened  bis  house  as  a 
motel  in  1822.  which  be  kept  some  time  and 
then  discontinued  it.  It  was  in  that  house 
that  Gen.  Lafayette  and  party  were  intro 
Idused  to  the  Burgess  aud  citizens,  June  od, 
1825,  on  his  tour  through  here. 

From  2d  to  3d  streets,  west  side,  Gen. 
Benjamin  Wallace  had  a  row  of  wooden 
buildings  occupied  by  him  as  a  dwelling, 
blacksmith  shop,  and  nail  factory,  when 
nails  were  made  and  sold  at  25  cents  pei 

P°Ont"heeast  side,  from  3d  to  5th  streets,  the 
only  building  then  there  was  a  barn  where 
the  Wright  block  now  stands,  which  was 
owned  by  Judah  Colt,  Esq.,  and  an  orchard 
from  the  barn  to  3d  street.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  barn,  not  a  building  stood  on 
either  side  from  Gapt.  Dobbins’s  residence 

to  the  Park.  ,  .  .  ,  - 

The  old  Court  House,  which  stood  west 
of  State  street  in  the  Park,  was  burnt  down 
in  March,  1823,  and  rebuilt  the  same  year. 
State  street  across  the  Park  was  broken  by 
,a  ravine,  and  the  roadway  was  very  narrow. 

South  of  the  Park,  west  side,  stood 
Brown’s  Hotel,  the  stone  tavern  built  in 
1811,  and  kept  by  Robert  Brown  until  1829. 
Brown’s  Hotel,  with  the  barn  and  garden, 
extended  to  7th  street,  and  they  were  the 
[only  buildings  there  until  1829  when  Thos. 
Moorhead,  jr.,  built  a  store  building  at  the 
[corner  of  State  and  7th  streets,  and  open¬ 
ed  a  general  store  there.  This  was  the  lirst 
fctore  started  on  State  street. 

From  7th  to  8th  streets,  west  side,  Thos. 
Hughes  owned  the  north  half  front  and 
[Thos.  Laird  the  south  half,  but  there  were 
I  no  buildings  on  State  street.  Mr.  Hughes 
'  two  story  brick  house  on  7th  street. 


ut  west  of  State  street.  TKe  first  building 
put  up  on  that  front  was  a  blacksmith  shop 
built  by  Thos.  Dillon  in  1825  on  the  Hughes 
lot,  and  it  was  operated  by  him  for  many 
years. 

There  were  no  buildings  on  the  east  side 
from  the  Park  to  7  th  street.  John  Mapes 
built  a  small  frame  house  and  a  blacksmith 
shop  where  the  “  Perry  Block  *  now  stands, 
then  owned  by  Christian  Ebersole  of  Mill- 
creek.  James  Liddell  started  a  blacksmith 
shop  on  the  next  lot  south  in  1827.  Mr. 
Mapes  worked  on  the  Ebersole  lot  three 
veais',  and  was  succeeded  by  S.  &  D.  Burton. 

South  of  8th  street,  west  side,  Thomas 
Laird  was  owner“to  9fch  street,  and  had  a 
tavern  on  the  corner  of.  8th  and  State  streets, 
which  he  kept  from  1811  to.  1833,  and  died 
there  that  year.  Mr.  Laird  was  Sheriff  of 
the  county  from  1819  to  1822,  and  was 
County  Treasurer  several  years.  His  tavern, 
barn,  and  sheds  adjoining  were  the  only 
buildings  in  that  square  except  a  two-story 
framehouse  built  by  him  in  1819,  at  the 
corner  of  9th  and  State  streets.  An  orchard 
with  fruit  of  all  kinds  in  abundance  occupied 
the  rest  of  the  premises. 

The  east  side  from  8th  to  9th  had  no 
buildings  to  speak  of,  until  David  Burton 
built  a  two-story  brick  house  where  the 
Noble  Block  now  stands,  about  1830. 
Samuel  Hays,  Esq.,  owned  the  south  half  of 
the  front,  and  moved  part  of  his  old  house 
the;  e  in  1827.  Mr.  Hays  had  his  home  south 
of  9th  street,  and  erected  a  tannery  there  in 
1806.  His  first  row  of  frame  buildings  were 
replaced  by  fine  brick  structures,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death  in  1850.  The  prop¬ 
erty  is  still  owned  by  his  sons,  who  inherit 
the  energetic  business  habits  of  their  worthy 
father.  Mr.  Hays  owned  half  way  from  9th 
to  10th  streets,  and  the  new  Hays  block 
on  those  old  grounds,  speaks  creditably  for 
the  owners.  South  of  Mr.  Hays  to  10th 
was  owned  by  Jonah  Cowgill,  who  lived  in 
asmall  house  on  10th  street  where  he  resided 
until  his  death  in  1826.  It  afterward  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Henry  Cadwell,  Esq.,  and 
since  his  death  has  been  broken  up,  and 
now  has  some  of  the  best  stores  in  Erie  on 
that  front. 

South  of  9kh  street,  west  side,  where  the 
Cottage  House  now  stands,  was  an  old  u 
wooden  building  long  used  as  a  cabinet 
maker’s  shop,  first  by  a  Mr.  Cook,  then  by 
George  Schantz,  James  Gray,  and  William 
McNutt.  This  property  passed  into  the 
hands  of  William  Kelley,  Esq. ,  who  erected 
the  cottage  house  for  a  residence. 

No  buildings  were  erected  on  State  street  ; 
south  of  10th  until  after  1825,  when  Alvah  | 
Fivr.t  erected  the  large  two-story  frame  1 
house  standing  at  the  north  east  corner  of 
State  and  11th  streets,  which  was  his  resi¬ 
dence  until  his  death.  A  small  log  house 
stood  where  Black  &  Germer’s  foundry  now 
stands,  which  was  the  only  habitation  on 
State  street  south  of  10th 'in  1825. 

It  is  hard  to  realize  that  State  street  was 
merely  a  country  road,  with  two  taverns  on 
|  it,  but  not  a  store  or  shop,  while  gardens, 

|  orchards,  and  potato  patches  covered  the 
Slots  on  both  sides  of  the  street.  _ U 


The  local  and  commercial  trade  of  Erie  now 
engaged  in  the  fish  business,  and  the  large  ■- 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  it,  is  a  suili- 


in 'm- 
■ 


cient  excuse  for  culling  attention  to  the  early 
fishing  days  of  Erie^X" When  the  first  white 
people  landed  at  Presque  Isle  they  found  j 
fifteen  or  twenty  Indian  wigwams  in  the  G 
valley  at  the  mouth  of  Millereek,  whise  in¬ 
habitants  subsisted  chiefly  on  fish  got  in  the , 
bay  and  lake,  and  the  first  surveyors  in 
their  camp  there  were  furnished  with  fisl 
bought  of  those  Indians.  ^After  Capt.  Bis 
sell  came  with  his  company  and  camped  tc 
clear  Garrison  Hill  and  build  a  fort  there 
their  supplies  were  brought  on  the  lake,  anc 
were  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  that  haa 
been  furnished  for  “Wayne’s  army”  ii 
the  west,  and  the  men  soon  resorted  t< 
catching  fish  as  the  Indians  did.  One  o 
the  company,  if  he  was  not  at  least  par 
_  native,  had  been  among  them  so  much  tha 
he  was  at  least  Indian  in  habits  and  inclina 
i  tion,  and  Capt.  Bissell  found  it  more  profit 
able  to  let  him  fish  for  their  supply  than  tr 


pH  L  j 


and. keep  him  at  the  axe,  which  he  would  no 
swing  if  he  could  help  it.  “Jim”  at  firs 
borrowed  one  of  the  Indian  canoes  and  go 
one  of  the  Indians  to  go  with  him,  who  ini 
tiated  him  in  the  charm  of  catching  fish  am 
the  different  bars  on  which  they  were  mos  \ 
likely  to  meet  with  success.  Then  he  mus 
B  have  .a  canoe  of  his  own  made,  as  (he  insist 
K  ed)  the  fish  would  not  bite  after  a  boat  buil 
K  by  white  men.  A  tree  was  cut  down,  du 
H  out  Indian  fashion,  and  finished  for  him 
§§  and  he  soon  kept  a  supply  of  fresh  fish  con 
.  ,  staritly  on  hand,  and  as  settlers  came  in  h 
have  fresh  fish  to  sell  them,  or  sel 

■  his  rations  of  salt  pork  if  they  preferred 
that.  For  a  few  years  the  early  familie 

I  got  their  fish  and  pork  in  that  way. 

The  first  settlers  near  Erie  and.  along  th 

■  lake  shore  each  made  that  a  supply  in  pari 
I  and  would  have  their  log  canoes  drawn  u 

in  the  month  of  a  creek  rnadv  to  fish  whe- 


'  in  the  mouth  of  a  creek  ready  to  fish  whe: 
J  they  needed,  and  with  the  faithful  rill 
watch  the  deer  lick,  and  procure  a  goo< ! 
J.  supply  of  venison.  The  best  deer  lick  nea 
the  bay  was  very  near  where  the  new  Kej 
■  stone  shoe  factory  now  stands,  on  12tl 
K  street,  east  of  East  street,  and  many  wei 
>‘gg  the  poor  bucks  that  were  brought  dow 
I  there  by  the  unerring  rifle  in  the  hands 
£  the  frontiersman.  The  Pennsylvanians 
J  they  located  here  were  great  for  fishing,  an  j . 


y,. 


*  would  have  their  canoe,  fishing  tackle,  &cj 
TB  in  their  cabins  from  year  to  year,  as  the 
■  were  able  to  provide  it — as  the  Biblets,  Elj 
fj  ersoles,  John  Gosper,  sr.  (who  was  quite ; 
§tl  adept),  and  others.  Of  the  early  fishermeii 
E  who  made  a  business  of  catching  fish  to  sell 
gl  “old  Mr.  Kinney  ”  was  about  the  first,  an| 
Jj  though  very  poor,  had  his  fisherman’s  hi) 
%  sometimes  in  one  place,  _  sometimes  in  aa 
1  other,  and  sold  fish.  His  last  location 
!§  above  the  Head  on  the  farm  now  owned 
J.  C.  Marshall,  Esq. ,  on  the  banks  of  tl 
■>■  lake,  where  he  came  to  an  untimely  end  l 
becoming  choked  with  a  fish  bone,  eausii  f 
his  death  !  Uncle  Ben  Fleming,  of  Perry 
battle  fame,  married  a  daughter  of  Kinne; 
r  and  after  peace  was  established  and  tl 
Navy  could  get  along  without  him,  went 
-?!  fishing,  and  many  families  were  early  ail 
.  late  supplied  from  his  hooks  for  years. 

In  1830,  Thomas  Horton,  who  had  livJ 
"I  in  Erie  some  ten  years  at  that  time,  pr 
j  jected  the  idea  of  fishing  with  seines  at  tbj 
i  place,  and  procured  two  boats,  lines,  cc 


. - Y* . . .  . . 

..age,  seme,  &c.,  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
and  commenced  the  fish  business.  In 
it  fairly  under 


spring  of  1831,  he  got . _  ..  _ 

and  kept  up  many  years,  and  had  a  comp 
titor  in  the  person  of  David  Towzier,  on 


person  _ _  _ , _ 

smaller  scale.  Poor  Horton,  after  follow! 

|  it  season  after  season,  and  known  to  eveES 
one,  was  drowned  in  January,  1841,  iH 
breaking  through  the  ice  in  coming  over  tIH 
Bay  from  the  Peninsula  with  others  from  IS 
'  hunting  party,  and  he  was  greatly  missed® 
jj  by  his  patrons.  White  fish  were  early 
caught  in  the  Fall  of  the  year,  cured  and  | 
packed  in  barrels,  and  the.  citizens  all  along 
|  the  lake  had  an  abundant  supply  of  salt 
,  white  fish,  that  were  caught  in  Detroit 
river,  and  the  idea  then  prevailed-  they 
;  could  not  be  got  anywhere  else.  A  fresh 
white  fish  to  any  of  the  early  residents  of 
J  Erie  was  almost  unknown.  Many  from 
.  Erie  went  every  Fall  up  to  Detroit  river 
and  made  a  business  of  fishing  and  packing 
|  for  the  markets.  J  ohn  Sweeney  and  others 
followed  it  several  years.  Fishing  with  seines 
•  ever  since  Horton’s  day  has  been  kept  up 
at  Erie.  The  town  and  country  have  had 
an  abundant  supply,  and  the  regular  fish 
trade  here  has  for  twenty  yeais  been  get¬ 
ting  larger  and  larger,  and  brought  a  great 
deal  of  money  here. 

The  discovery  that  white  fish  could  be 
found,  and  caught  in  Lake  Erie  about  twenty 
years  since  has  opened  a  great  trade  of 
wholesale  and  retail  peddling  and  packing 
fish  caught  here,  and  if  any  one  would  see 
the  tons  of  fish  frequently  brought  ashore, 


and  the  different  establishments  for  cuiin 


and  the  various  processes  gone  through 
with,  they  would  say  it  was  a  very  extern 
9  sive  trade  at  present.  Formerly  black  bass 
*3  were  the  best  and  principal  fish  caught,  and 
'j  also  pike,  pickerel,  &c.  The  seines  added 
. _'H  many  others  to  the  list,  and  gill  nets  have 
added  still  more.  White  fish  were  for 
many  years  got  only  from  Detroit,  Macki¬ 
naw,  and  Lake  Huron,'  but  the  fish  market 
of  Erie  now  has  plenty  for  town  and  coun- 
5Sf  try,  .aud  they  are  sent  by  railroad  far  into 
'  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  large  amounts 
are  cured  and  barrelled  here  every  year,  but 
:  -‘-f  any  one  still  prefers  the  black  bass  to 
any  others,  let  him  get  an  Indian  canoe 
and  try  it.  When  the  piers  were  made 
j  from  the  shore  out  to  the  channel  in  1825, 
j  it  made  a  good  fishing  place  with  poles  and 
lines  for  many  of  the  citizens,  both  town 
and  country,  but  it  is  small  business  now 
,,  compared  to  the  loads  that  are  brought  in 
>  fjwin  the  nets. 


The  Government  Lake  Survey— Remi¬ 
niscences  of  Engineers  Formerly  Em¬ 
ployed  on  the  Lakes. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Gazette : 

Sir  A  few  weeks  since  you  gave  us 
some  account  of  the  work  of  the  Lake 
!  Purvey  going  on  in  our  vicinity.  Gov- 
eminent  men  have  been  operating  du¬ 
ring  the  past  season  upon  the  great 
lakes  from  Superior  to  Ontario.  The 
chief  object  of  this  survey  is  to  give  us  cor¬ 
rectly  the  shore  line  of  the  JSorthem  lakes 
ihe  traveler  wall  notice  several  towers  of 
observation,  somewhat  resembling  oil  der- 
ricks,  at  different  points  along  the  " 


lake  I 


Jne  or 


aese  is 


-  —  -  —  upon  Mr71 

Nicholson’s  farm,  in  this  county  ;  others 
are  erected  in  the  towns  of  Ripley  and 
Sheridan,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Chau-  t 
tauqua.  Between  these  towers  the  distance 
is  accurately  chained,  and  the  record  of  the 
line  becomes  the  base  for  triangulation. 
Soundings  are  taken  in  the  lake,  and  a  care¬ 
ful'  topography  of  the  shore  line  made,  ex¬ 
tending  back  a  mile  into  the  country,  and 
duly  recorded.  .  Very  accurate  surveys  of 
cities,  with  their  canals,  harbors,  and  water 
ways,  are  made,  and  this  will  be  the  map 
of  authority,  and  consulted  by  Government 
in  all  questions  pertaining  t@  the  cities  of 
the  lakes.  A  higher  civilization  always 
follows  in  the  wake  of  the  Government 
surveyor  and  engineer. 

The  first  of  these  men  who  visited  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie  came  from  .France  more 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago, 
and  was  known  as  Mons.  Mercie,  an  engm-  t 
eer,  who  stopped  the  building  of  a  fort  at 
Chadakoin,  thirty  miles  east  of  Erie,  over¬ 
ruling  Babeer.  and  erected  Fort  Presqne-Isle 
instead,  and  then  commenced  the  military 
road  southward.  i 

The  preference  of  Mons.  Mercie  for  our  ! 
harbor  has  been  confirmed  by  all  of  his  pro-  : 
fession  who  have  been  sent  in  this  direction 
by  authority. 

Washington,  the  surveyor,  visited  our 
county,  as  is  well  known,  in  1753,  but  did 
uot  come  as  far  as  the  lake. 

In  1787,  Andrew  Ellicot,  with  Clinton, 
of  New  York,  ran  the  northern  line  and 
boundary  of  the  State,  striking  Lake  Erie 
I  five  miles  east  of  the  Ohio  line. 

In  determining  the  bounds  of  “the  tri- 1 
angle”  with  accuracy,  it  was  found  conven¬ 
ient  to  take  for  a  starting  point  a  mark  at  I 
the  west  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  in  His  Maj¬ 
esty’s  dominions,  and  Andrew  Ellicot,  Sur-  ! 

I  veyor  General  of  the  U.  S. ,  makes  report 
to  President  Washington  of  such  survey 
under  date  Jan.  15,  1790.  He  arrived  at  I 
Niagara,  garrison  21,  Oct.,  1789,  with 
Joseph  Ellicot,  of  Baltimore,  and  Gen. 
Israel  Chapin,  of  Mass.,  and  they  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  to  Lieut.  Col.  Harriss,  j 
the  commandant.  They  were  forbidden 
permission  to  remain,  and  “the  command- 
.  ant  desired,  that  our  departure  might  be  ji* 

'  f  ™'n<ie<I  with  expedition.  ”  They  went  to  ’  - 
1  ‘the  Jennesseo  River,  ’’where  they  received  - 
the  permit  (at  length)  from  Lord  Dorches- 
ter,  Governor  of  Canada,  to  execute  their 
mission  in  British  territory,  Capt.  Guion 
having  brought  said  permit  from  Quebec. 

Andrew  Ellicot  wrote  from  Presque  Isle. 

Oct.  11,  1790,  “I  yesterday  completed  the 
survey  of  the  territory  annexed  to  the  State  1 
ot  I  ennsylvania,  after  much  difficulty  and 
hardship.  The  land  contained  in  this  ,sur-  J 
vey  is.  generally  good,  and  from  its  peculiar 
situation  an  important  object  to  the  State  ”  ■'  % 
hreaenck  Saxton  went  with  Ellicot  in  be- 
haif  of  Phelps  &  Gorham,  who  had  pur- 
chased  the  Massachusetts  preemption  claim 
■  to  Western  New  York. 

I  It  was  while  making  the  traverse  of  the 
Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara  river  in  1790, 
that  Andrew,  Joseph,  and  Benjamin  Ellicot 
first  saw  the  Falls .  of  •  Niagara,  and  that 
Joseph  and  Benjamin,  as  the  assistants  of 
Andre  w,  made  the  first  actual  measurement 


’  ; 


X 


Ontario,  the  height  of 

boundary  line  the  ®urvey  of  the 

measurements  of  the  rive”  which  have  e  — 

all  bo oirs  U'  the  acknowledged  authority  fn 
all  books  giving  an  account  of  Niagara  Falls 
It  may  be  worthy  of  local  mention 
a  grandson  of  Ellicot,  and  a  nramlL  th‘  c 
one  of  the  gallant  Commanders  under  Com 
modore  Perry,  came  to  Erie  and  found  for' 
themselves  wives  in  the  same  family  and 

ttV^ettif'  ‘h““  of 

Coming  down  to  our  own  time, let  us  men 
tion  briefly  some  points  in  the  life  of  a 
ernment  engineer  well  remembered  by  some 
of  our  old  citizens.  You  will  sed  a  reC0Td 

of  a.  in  l”  m“» 

Miss  Sanford's  ffilTSTf 

Couuty.  W,  allude  to  Major  T  £  Brow”  , 

roktrx'”  ,:„bedet,sp*r/„r4  y? *  - 

A.  Dia  upon  Ge„,  ; 

With  Gen.  Totten  at  Fort  Adams,  Newport 
and  afterwards  for  years  had  charge  di  the 
fortifications  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  , 

He  was  then  placed  in  charge  of  the  bar 
bors  on  Lake  Erie,  residing  in°  our  citV  fol 
about  two  years.  A  public  dinner  was  ten 
dered  to  him  by  our  citizens  on  his  depart 
ure  but  courteously  declined.  P 

in  rti'  Br°Wn  having  res,"Sned  his  position  ' 
Wilfiam?7’  He8  !hCCeeded  W  CaP*  W-  G. 

uponrthe  N  Y.&EnRBgaS  1™  b 

neeSth  ^F  P°Sition  of  Consulting  Enri* 
near  of  the  Emperor  of  a©  s-h «  • 

««.sor  of  Maj.YSis.l„fXi,7d‘,&r„ 

St.  Petersburg.  Here  he  remained  for  five 
raflroa(f  from  St.  Paters- 

^T%But  l118  failed,  and  declining  a  re¬ 

appointment  he  started  for  home,  moving 
by  easy  stages,  and  battling  for  life  until  v 

dgl Tn  thatSty.  °V°rCOme  With  disease>  ^ 

We  mention  at  this  time  but  one  other  fl 

^,na,me  wil1  awaken  pleas- 
ant  thoughts  and  happy  memories  among 

the  TT  SPlA  We  mean  Simpson,  of 

fifL  -S\Army-  .  ^ere  seemed  a  peculiar 
fitness  in  his  coming  to  reside  in  Erie,  mar- 
.ying  as  he  did  the  daughter  of  cue  who 
sailed  from  Jar  Bay  as  the  commander  of ‘a 
gun  boat  under  the  immortal  Perry.  Lieut. 
Simpson  always  took  an  unusual  interest’ 
t®“?°rary  1resident.  hi  all  that  per- 

Ball  dW'Ube  g°  Ad  °f  °Ur  t0Wn'  GideoI>  J- 
T  ’  W'Uiam  A.  Galbraith,  Thomas  M 

Austin  O  JD  Spafford  and  others,  mem- 
oeis  of  the  Wayne  Grays,  will  remember. 

VAfe  dnlbngs  the  company  received  , 
m  the  Academy  yard,  and  upon  the  green 
;^nf1ront,  ^r-  Hamot’s  residence,  at  the 
hands  of  Capt.  Simpson  while  perfecting  4  \ 
them  in  the  admirable  discipline  which  *  4' 
showed  so  well  at. the  Meadrtlle  encamp- 


ment,  and  won  for  the  'Grays  the  prize  ban¬ 
ner  in  a  contest  with  the  crack  companies  ! 
of  such  cities  as  Pittsburg  and  Buffalo.  We  j 
heard  of  that  banner  the  other  day  through  | 
the  columns  of  the  Gazette.  Keep  your  j 
flag,  “  Old  Boys,”  until  you  find  a  company 
j  that  will  match  the  Grays.  “  I  never  saw 
better  marching  than  the  Grays  showed-  at 
Meadville,”  said  Gen.  Bid  well  to  the  writer 
in  ’61,  “  and  say  to  Col.  McLane  that  were 
I  not  engaged  in  recruiting  a  regiment  for  f 
service,  nothing  would  please  me  better  than 
to  take  command  under  him.  ” 

John  Ashbough. 


or 
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AN  ANCIB53|y LANDMARK 

At  Turnpike  And  Peach  Streets 
Razed- a  Relic  of  Early  Days  j 

Constable  Bros,  on  Saturday  leveled] 
to  the  ground  the  old  building  at  thei 
corner  of  Peach  and  Turnpike  streets 
v,  to  make  room  for  Swift  &  Co.’s  new 
■packing  house  and  wholesale  meat 
market.  The  buildiDg  torn  down  was; 
one  of  the  few  which  stood  in  that 
section  In  ante-railroad  days.  It  had  beeD 
a  mute  witness  to  the  exciting  events  of 
the  railroad  or  “peanut  war.’ 
At  its  sideboard  many  railroad  men  of 
bygone  days  had  replenished  the  inner 
man,  and  one  of  the  last  incidents  in  its 
history  was  the  m urder  of  the  popular 
restaurateur,  Wm.  Jones,  whose  assas¬ 
sin  is  serving  his  sentence  in  Riverside 
Penitentiary. 

The  house  was  built  in  1842  for  Mr. 
Frank  tsehaaf  by  the  father  of  Mr 
Chris.  Rilling,  of  this  city.  C.  Fidler 
did  the  cellar  work  and  John  Adams 
Daub  and  Lawrence  Loesch  furnished 
tne  stone.  All  these  havs  passed  away 
The  building,  after  Mr.  Schaaf’s  death, 
was  used  as  a  hostelry  by  Jacob  Eddlng- 
er,  Fred  Seelinger,  Simon  Christop  and 
others,  up  till  the  eighties.  The  last  oc¬ 
cupants  were  E  Waldo  and  “Si”  Alden. 
The  house  was  known  for  many  years  as 
the  St.  Cloud  Hotel  and  later  as  the  Wal¬ 
do  House. 


From, 


Date, 
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MAJ.  WM.  W.  TYSON. 


VETERANS’  HOME,  ERIE. 

On’the  bluff  overlooking  the  bay  and 
peninsula  of  Presque  Isle,  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  has  established  a  home 
forlthe  disabled  veterans  of  the  war,  and 
are  keeping  house  on  a  large  scale. 

The  view  of  the  lake,  the  sweep  of  the 
wooded  arm  of  land  enclosing  the  bay, 
and  the  historic  ground  on  which  the 
buildings  stand,  impress  the  mind  with 
the  idea,  that  the  commonwealth  could 
not  have  found  a  more  suitable  place  m 
which  to  house  the  old  boys  in  blue 

The  sentinels  of  France,  England  and 
America  have  in  turn  tramped  back  anc 
forth  on  their  beat,  watching  the  ad 
vance  of  enemies,  on  every  foot  of  the 
Soldiers’  Home  grounds. 

How  appropriate  it  seems  that  the 
state  should  find  a  place  for  her  defenders 
to  halt  and  rest  awhile  m,  before  the  last 
onset,  on  the  most  historic  ground  m 

her  borders. _ „ 

The  story  oi  how  the  first  buildings 
came  to  be  put  up  for  a  marine  hospital, 
is  a  household  word,  but  it  remained  for 
the  Grand  Army  to  originate  the  plan  of 
it. 


soediers’  home,  brie,  front  of  main  buteding. 


Hi 
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Gregg 


Hon.J.  W.  Nesbit,  Oakdale  StatTonT-" 
Hon.  Marshall  J.  Lull,  Bernice. 

Isaac  B.  Brown,  Harrisburg. 

Col.  John  P.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia. 
All  supplies  are  bought  by  contract, 
only  the  best  quality  being  purchased, 
and  the  award  of  bids  is  made  by  the 
committee  on  supplies.  The  bills  are 
audited  by  the  auditing  committee  and 
the  Auditors  General.  D.  McM. 
is  one  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

^  The  food  furnished  is  substantial  and 
well  and  cleanly  cooked.  That  it  is  suffi 
cient  for  any  one  the  following  bill  of 
fare,  which  was  on  the  tables  on  Sept¬ 
ember  16th,  1893,  is  here  given: 

PENNSYLVANIA  SOLDIERS’  AND  SAILORS’ 
HOME — BILL  OF  FARE. 

m  Breakfast — Oat  mush,  milk;  fried  pota¬ 
toes,  bread,  butter,  coffee. 

Dinner — Boiled  beef ;  bean  soup,  crack-)' 

I  ers ;  boiled  potatoes ;  bread,  butter,  1 

coffee. 

Supper — Boiled  eggs,  cream  potatoes, 
cheese,  bread,  butter,  tea. 

Every  bed  in  the  house  is  an  eighteen 
pound  hair  mattrass,  and  is  on  an  iron 

frame  woven  wire  spring  bed.  Clean 
linen  is  furnished  to  each  man  every  week 
or  oftener  if  needed,  a  white  counterpane 
is  on  i  ach  of  the  beds,  the  washing  and 
ironing  is  done  in  the  building. 

A  shoe  shop,  a  clothes  cleaning  estab¬ 
lishment,  a  tailor  shop,  an  upholstering 
'  shop,  a  barber  shop,  a  paint  shop,  a  car- 


It  was  first  opened  for  a  soldiers’  home  I 
on  February  22d,  1886. 
f  Many  an  old  veteran  has  found  a  haven  j 
under  its  roof  in  the  last  seven  years. 

It  is  an  institution  whose  good  name 
is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  every  citizen  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  are  justly  proud 
of  it.  It  is  visited  daily  by  great  num¬ 
bers  of  people,  who  are  shown  through 
every  depai-tment  by  attentive  guides, 
who  are  instructed  by  the  management 
to  make  as  clear  as  possible  everything 
connected  with  the  experiment  of  a  state 
trying  to  practice  housekeeping. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  they 
have  been  very  successful  in  the  venture ; 
nearly  all  of  the  board  of  trustees  are 
veterans  themselves,  and  the  whole 
object  of  the  board  and  the  officers  in 
charge  of  the  home,  is  to  keep  it  clean, 
within  and  without,  financially  and  in 
every  other  direction. 

The  present  Board  of  Control  are : 

Gov.  Robert  E.  Pattison,  President, 
Harrisburg. 

Col.  Robert  B.  Beath,  Vice-President, 
Philadelphia. 

Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Secretary,  Norris¬ 
town. 

Gen.  Louis  Wagner,  Treasurer,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Aud.  Gen.,  D.  McM.  Gregg,  Harris- 1 
burg.  I 

State  Treas.  John  W.  Morrison,  Harris- 1 
burg. 

Hon.  J.  P.  S.  Go  bin,  Lebanon. 


m 


UNDER  THE  PENSION  TREE. 


penter  shop,  are  a  plirt  of  the  accompan¬ 
iments  of  this  immense  house  keeping 
plant. 

The  kitchen  is  a  model  of  neatness  and 

quiet  between  meals,  but  is  a  scene  of 
bustle  and  activity  when  the  cooking  is 
in  process  and  they  are  preparing  dinner 
for  350  men.  The  copper  steaming  ket¬ 
tles  are  all  in  an  eruptive  condition,  with 
beef,  soup,  potatoes  and  coffee;  bread  is 
being  cut  (it  takes  700  slices),  butter  is 
beingjmade  into  pats  and  taken  from  the 
ice  box,  the  coffee  is  being  drained  off, 
and  the  twenty-five  or  more  waiters  and 
cooks  are  going  about,  apparently  in  the 
most  inextricable  confusion.  But  this 
seeming  chaos  ends  suddenly,  and  when 
the  gong  sounds  the  members  come 
leisurely  in  and  take  their  places,  and 
eat  until  they  are  satisfied. 

There  are  357  members  today,  and  the 
number  is  increasing. 

All  physical  wants  of  the  members  are 
supplied,  but  no  one  for  a  moment  sup¬ 
poses  that  human  hanpiness  or  content¬ 
ment  can  be  issw  t.  t<  jortals  like 
their  daily  rations  of  food.  So  it  often 
happens  that  some  one  of  the  members 
gets  tired  of  the  home  and  its  surround¬ 
ings  and  goes  away.  But  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  management  if  they  are  not 
contented. 

The  marches  and  hardships  of  the  war, 
and  the  added  weight  of  years,  is  telling  j 
on  some  of  the  veterans,  and  not  all  of  | 


them  arc  in  the  full  possession  of  their)  , 
faculties.  Some  of  them  have  lost  their 
memory,  and  as  the  years  come  fast  it  j 
will  not  be  long  till  the  whole  building 
will  be  a  hospital. 

The  rooms  are  arranged  to  hold  one, 
two,  three,  four,  six  and  eight  beds,  and  | 
the  commander  endeavors  to  group  the; 
members  so  as  to  make  it  as  pleasant  as  | 
possible  to  each  one  under  the  roof  of  the 
home. 

The  majority  of  the  inmates  of  the  ' 
Eric  Soldier's  Home  are  men  who,  after  j 
the  war,  tried  to  make  the  world  go 
around,  but  the  disabilities  of  service  and 
old  age  came  on  them  and  rendered 
them  unable  to  compete  with  the  vigor-  I 
ous  men  who  have  come  on  the  scene  of) 
life’s  action  since  the  war. 

They  are  grateful  for  its  protecting 
shelter,  and  we  believe,  from  informa¬ 
tion  given  by  the  officers  of  the  home, 
that  no  body  of  men  in  any  walk  of  life, 
of  the  same  number,  conduct  themselves 
with  more  decorum  than  the  357  mem-  ! 
bers  now  in  that  institution. 

Major  William  W.  Tyson,  the  com-  ■ , 
mander  of  the  home,  has  been  in  charge! 
since  it  was  opened  in  1886,  and  it  is  in  | 
a  great  measure  owing  to  his  untiring 
efforts  for  the  comfort  of  the  veterans, 
and  his  faithfulness  to  his  duties,  that 
the  home  is  such  a  success  as  it  is  today. 
He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  A, 

45  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  in  1861, 
and  his  war  record  was  from  that  on  a 


re  sick  they  will  be  tenderly  nurged,  if 
^issibleto  health,  but  if  the"  inevitable 
end,  does  come,  they  will  receive  an  hon¬ 
orable  soldier’s  burial,  and  in  the  little 
cemetery,  surrounded  by  their  comrades, 
the  “taps"  will  be  sounded  for  them, 
while  the  waves  of  Lake  Erie  will  sin? 
on  the  shore  for  them  a  dirge  as  it  beats* 
the  bluffs  beneath  them. 


From,, 

. . 

Date,  .  . > 


IAN  IMPORTANT  EVENT. 


Tiie  Visit  of  Ex-President 
i  VanBuren  to  Erie. 


CAPT.  NOAH  W.  IOWEU. 


brilliant  one.  He" was  soon  made  a  cap- 
tain,  and  was  on  the  staff  of  several  of 
the  generals  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps, 
and  since  the  war  has  held  official  posi¬ 
tions  under  the  state  and  local  authori¬ 
ties  at  Allegheny,  where  be  then  lived. 

Certainly  no  better  qualified  person 
could  have  been  selected  in  the  position 
of  commander  of  the  home. 

Captain  Noah  W.  Lowell,  the  present 
Quartermaster  of  the  home  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  1S8S.  He  enlisted  as  private 
in  the  111th  Pennsylvania  volunteers  in 
Company  F,  and  served  during  the  war 
and  re-enlisted  and  was  made  Quarter¬ 
master  of  his  regiment.  He  has,  since  the 
war,  been  agent  for  an  express  corn- 
pant'  at  the  depot  in  Erie,  Pa.,  until  his 
appointment  at  the  home,  since  which 


:‘,|IT  WAS  A  GKEAT  DAY. 

■Mil ' 


I  An  Interesting  Inte  rview  With  Hon. 


time  he  has  given  the  same  thorous 


James  Sill. 


EARLY  DAYS  OF  ERIE  RECALLED. 


devotedness  to  duly  that  so  long  char¬ 
acterized  him  as  an  efficient  and  re¬ 
liable  officer  of  the  express  company,  and 
has  shown  that  the  years  that  have 
passed  -  *■'' 


since  the  war  have  in  no  wav 
weakened  his  fondness  for  the  boys  who 
tv  ore  the  blue,  and  which  his  anxietv  for 
their  comfort  proves. 

Dr.  S.F  Chapin  issurgeon  of  the  home. 
ffe  VM  ,c  fhe  war  the  surgeon  of 

the  139th  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  He 
has  been  a  physician  for  more  than  thirtv 
years,  and  his  extensive  army  practice 
makes  him  well  qualified  for  the  position. 

fhe  engineer  of  the  home  is  Mr.  W.  W 
Thomas,  who  was  also  a  soldier. 

The  varied  interests  of  the  Home  are 
feell  taken  care  of  both  by  the  Board  of 
trustees  and  the  officers  in  charge,  here 
j  Th,e  °ld  veterans  gathered  have  all  the 
comforts  of  a  well-kept  home,  and  can 
feel  that  in  their  declining  years  their 
j  interests  grill  .be  looked  after  JnH  if  they 


The  Address  of  Welcome  and  the 
Response- -Sketch  of  the  Bor¬ 
ough  of  Rrie-Persons  of  Note. 
The  Early  Settlers— The  Mili¬ 
tary  Organizations- The  Hamot, 
Bobbins,  Kelso  and  Reed  Fami¬ 
lies. 


MONG  the  address  es  in  court  last 
week  on  the  death  of  Captain 
Hutchinson,  that  of  ex-Senator 
bill  had  a  beautiful  extract  from  an 
address  of  Martin  VanBuren  on  a 
similar  occasion.  It  was  one  of  deep  pa¬ 
thos  and  sincerity.  There  was  something 
jin  the  'feeling  manner  of  its  quotation 
which  drew  the  attention  of  the  “Mes¬ 
senger”  reporter,  while  it  indicated  the 
I  special  regard  and  undisguised  respect  of 
j  the  speaker  for  the  renowned  and  historic 
|  character  thus  cited. 

[  As  the  reporter  soon  afterwards  met 
Mr.  Sill  some  allusions  brought  out  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  his  pleasing  privi¬ 
lege,  as  a  boy,  to  meet  the  ex- President 


here,  on  one  of  the  me 
of  Erie’s  early  histoi 


mk 


|t  notable  occasions 
Deeming  the 
incidents  recounted  idost  interesting,  he 
consented  to  furnish  the^ reporter., in  an 
interview,  some  of  tile,  circumstances"  of 
this  reception;  as  alike  a  reminder, 'to  the 
old  and  instruction  for  the  young,  espe¬ 
cially  as  relating  to  a' period  in  Erie’s 
history  when  but  few  of  the  present  pop¬ 
ulation  were  residents;  and  'fewer  still 
accustomed  to  retain  the  particulars  ot 
such  an  event  in  all  their  freshness. 

To  make  the  account  of  the  reception 
explicit,  it  seemed  proper  to  take  in  some 
of  the  circumstances;  especially  the  con¬ 
dition  and  appearance  of  Erie  then. 

In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  these 
points,  Mr.  Sill  proceeded: 

In  the  summer  of  1842,  Erie  had  about 
four  thousand  people.  Its  bounds  were 


MARTIN  VAN  BTJREN,  EIGHTH  PRESIDENT 
OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Parade,  Twelfth,  and  Chestnut  streets. 
Few  resided  south  of  Tenth,  or  east  of 
MillCreek;  while  some  dwellings  were  west 
of  the  partly  constructed  canal;  which, 
commenced  in  1S37  or  1838,  had  for  lack 
of  funds,  been  abandoned  by  the  state. 
No  railroad  was  completed  for  nearly  ten 
years  later.  Almost  all  communication 
was  by  the  lake  east  and  west  and  by  the 
Waterford  turnpike  southward.  The  U.  S. 
Steamer  Michigan  had  not  been  built.  The 
little  cutter  Erie’s  headquarters  were  at 
this  harbor.  The  whole  community 
seemed  struggling  with  debt  and  financial 
depression.  Business  was  almost  all 
transacted  on  French  street.  Barter  and 
the  exchange  of  worK  for  commodities  or 
.“store  pay”  was  the  main  ingredient  of 
all  dealing. 

The  presidential  campaign  of  1840  had 
convulsed  the  land.  Gen.  Harrison,  the 
Whig  President,  who  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  1841,  (the  preceding  year)  had 
succeeded  President  Van  Buren,  died 
after  one  months’  teniire.  His  successor 
had  broken  with  the  party  that  elected 
him. 


Ex-Pfesident  VanBuren,  rallying  from 
his  cru9hing  defeat  in  i840,  appealing  to 
the  “sober  second  thought  of  the  people” 
was  making  an  extended  tour, •('which,' 
commenced, in  the  winter  of  ’41^2;  had 
occupied  about  six  or  seven  months  in 
traversing  niueteen  states.  Erie  county 
(including  the  boro)  had  then  given  a- 
vote  of  nearly  two  to  one,  with  a  majority 
of  1,575  for  Harrison,  while  every  ward,! 
almost  every  township  and  all  the  "public 
positions  were  officered  by  Whigs. 

Small  as  was  its  population  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  embryo  city  was  then 
imposing  and  suggestive.  The  public 
dock,  1.200  feet  long,  from  Front  street! 
to. the  wharf  in  front  of  the  warehouses 
had  been  built  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  in  1S34,  of  the  third  section  of  land 
— after  reserving  the  poor  house  farm.] 
This  land  was  two  miles  west  of  State 
street.  Reed’s  wharf  on  the  west,  then 
enclosed  the  canal  basin.  Lake  vessels 
were  plying  east  and  west,  stopping  at 
Erie.  Numerous  warehouses  on  the 
wharf,  with  their  storage  and  large  piles 
of  steamboat  wood  imparted  a  business 
air,  while  the  residences  and  gardens  j 
dotting  the  bank  from  Parade  to  Chest¬ 
nut  streets  were  interspersed  with  the 
Kellogg  dwellings  and  grounds  between 
Holland  and  French;  the  stately  United 
(States  hotel, corner  Second  andFrench  and 
the  Hamot  and  Kelso  residences,  corner1 
of  Second  and  Front,  in  summer,  gave  a 
homelike  look  to  this  “frontier  town.” 

The  old  block-house  ou  Garrison  Hill, 
built  in  1813,  and  the  sunken  ships  in 
Misery  Bay,  reminded  of  the  war  of 
1812.  The  brick  blocks  erected  on  lower 
State,  denoted  the  effort  to  make  a  future 
Broadway  of  State  street. 

The  parks  were  then  an  unenclosed  ; 
sand  plain,  as  the  gulley  from  the  pres-] 
ent  Park  Church  to  the  site  of  the  Ells-, 
worth  House  was  being  filled. 

The  Babbitt  and  Elliot  brick  houses  on  ! 
Peach,  the  Morris  and  Reed  mansions  on 
the  south  side  of  the  park,  and  the  San-] 
ford  dwelling  on  French  street,  were 
conspicuous.  The  first  Reed  House  had] 
been  hastily  completed  for  the  Tippe-. 
cauoe  convention  of  September  10,  1840. 
Its  row  of  stores  and  the  continuous  open 
fronts  from  Sixth  to  Fifth,  furnished  a 
receptacle  for  the  clouds  of  dust  from  the 
sandy  park.  The  four-story  Reed  House 
built  on  the  model  of  the  Astor  House,! 
with  its  wide  front  (as  at  present)  was 
the  Whig  headquarters,  and  the  three-; 
story  Eagle  Tavern,  fronting  about  50 
feet  on  the  park,  was  regarded  as  the 
Democratic  resort.  It  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1S51,  and  replaced  by  the  hotel 

lately  known  as  the  Ellsworth  House.]' 
The  little  brick  court-house  built  in  1824,  j 
north  of  the  site  of  the  soldiers  monu-  j 
ment,  was  then  in  use,  and  the  market- j 
house  directly  to  the  south,  had  been  oc- ; 
cupied  three  years.  The  old  stone  acad- , 
etny  was  in  operation  and  Mr,  Fosters 
Erie  institute  on  Poach,  and  the  female 
seminary  was  conducted  in  the  U.  S.  Ho¬ 
tel.  These,  with  five  or  six  district  j 
schools  in  as  many  frame  buildings,  each  I 

"A-r-— -r,-- 


_  . . 

about  20  feeUsquare,  made  up  the  educa- 
j  tional  facilities  of  that  dav. 

'< w  -Reporter— Was  the  reception  of  the  ex- 
resident  a  political  event. 

|  Mr.  Sill — Only  in  part.'  It  was  on  the 
second  Monday  of  July,  1842,  that  word 
was  received  that  ex-President  Van 
Buren  might  be  expected  at  Erie  the 
,  next  Wednesday.  This  occasioned  much 
sensation.  No  living  President  or  ex- 
|  president  had,  after  his  election,  set  foot  • 
la  Erie.  Mr.  Van  Buren  Bad  not  only 
filled  the  office,  but  was  the  head  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Ho  had  been  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  the  active  directorof 
the  government  and  for  about  twentv  the 
practical  head  of  the  Democratic  party, 
lioi  comPlete  was  this  identity  thatuo  to 

1844  the  party  itself  was  kno'ivta  as  ‘the 

V  an  Buren  party  and  his  initials  placed 
oyer  election  returns  or  party  events. 

The  Erie  Democrats  were  active  in  ar¬ 
ranging  the  reception.  A  committee  of 
arrangments  of  twenty-four  was  appoint¬ 
ed,  neaded  by  Capt.  Daniel  Dobbins  and 
a  committee  of  four  embracing  Capt. 
Dobbins  and  Mr.  Hamot  dispatched  '  to 
I  Cleveland  to  meet  and  escort  the  ex- 
]  j  resident  to  Erie.  Ail  of  these  twenty- 
four  but  Col.  D.  S.  Clark  are  dead. 

The  borough  council,  all  Whigs,  not 
one  of  whom  were  his  political  support¬ 
ers,  voted  to  extend  a  municipal  wel- 
joomc  and  invited  Thomas  H.  Sill  to  wel¬ 
come  Erie’s  guest.  The  presiding  officer 
of  the  council  was  Burgess  Thomas 
Stewart,  a  Democrat,  but  elected  burgess 
over  Kufus  S.  Heed  as  a"  People  candi¬ 
date.  He  was  influential  and  popular 
land  perhaps  aided  in  this  movement. 
jMr.  Stewart,  a  native  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  had  come  from  the.  East.  While 
.  at  Albany  in  1814  he  was  present  at  tiie 
|  trial  by  court-martial  of  Gen.  William 
|  Hull  for  cowardice  in  the  surrender  of 
Michigan  to  the  British.  There  he  met 
|  Mr.  A  an  Buren,  then  judge  advocate  in 
this  case.  Gen.  Lewis  Cass  was  also  pres¬ 
ent  as  a  witness,  probably  then  meeting 
Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  first  time.  Van 

Buren  and  Cass  were  of  the  same  agej 
both  in  ignorance  of  their  splendid  co- 
temporary  career  as  cabinet  and  foreign 
ministers  and  the  great  slakes  to  Tie 
played  for  with  the  presidency  as  the 
prize  20  years  afterwards  with  the 
Presidency  as  the  prize.  Mr.  Stewart 
was  a  central  figure  in  this  reception, 
and  died  about  15  years  ago  universally 
respected. 

I  ^lere  was  more  zeal  on  the  occasion 
|  for  the  people  had  no  noted  visitor  of  na¬ 
tional  renown  since  Gen  La  Fayette  in 
! 1825. 

The  military  were  invited  to  participate. 

1  here  were  three  military  companies  in 
Erie,  v.apt.  Dutiinger’s  Erie  Artillery 
Guards,  a  large  German  Democratic  corn- 
.pany,  with  brass  band  squad  of 
|  pioneers  with  bear-skin  hats 
and  t>  six-pounder  brass  piece 
iWith  cannoneers.  Their  blue-coated  uni- 
jform  with  high  hats  and  red  and  white 
I  plumes  and  excellent  drill  had  presented 
| a.  very  marked  appearance.  Of  this  fine 


company  few  remain.  1  think  bFXTTns- 
topher  Englehart,  Sebastian  Rinderly, 
Christopher  Bill ing,  George  Sehlaudeck- 
er,  John  Gensheimer,  Matthias  Maver. 
Frederick  Cur'tze,  Esq.,  and  C.  Van 
\  isick  and  Capt.  Beckman  were  the 
Isjtt  of  its  surviviving  officers. 

Messrs.  .  Charles  andAntliony  Motsch 
are  in  the  west. 

There  was  also  Capt.  J.  W.  McLane, 
Wayne  Grays,  which  bad  made  their  first 
appearance  in  uniform  the  week  before. 
Their  gray  uniforms  trimmed  with  silver 
lace,  with  black  facing  and  green  waving 
plumes  made  a  fine  appearance, especially 
as  they  had  attained  great  perfection  of 
drill  of  their  full  ranks,  then  there  sur¬ 
vive  Judge  W.  A.  Galbraith,  A.  P.  Dur- 
lin,  J .  W.  Hayes,  D.  Sterretc,  N .  Teel 
and  D.  Benson  and  Capt.  Austin  and  L. 
P.  Searles  and  A.  A.  Craig.  Both  of  these 
companies  agreed  to  come  out.  Capt. 
Erhart’s  Washington  Guards — a  number 
being  outside  of  the  city— did  not  accept 
| the  invitation. 

All  of  these  companies  were  a  part  of 
j  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  David  S.  Clark,  an  energetic,  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  thorough  business  young 
man,  that  year  commissioned  as  colonel 
by  Gov.  Porter.  The  colonel’s  untiring  ef¬ 
forts  in  behalf  of  the  advancement  of 
j  the  military  knowledge  of  the  voung  men 
of  Erie  (aided  by  Lieut.  Simpson,  of  the 
army)  was  lasting.  Its  effects  were  visi¬ 
ble  as  regiment  after  regiment — some  of 
them  officered  from  these  companies, 
marched  from  Erie  to  the  defense  of  the 
Union. 

It  was  especially  gratifying  to  the 
Democrats  to  have  this  visit  from  the  ex- 
President.  He  had  been  their  standard- 
bearer  in  two  presidential  campaigns — 
j  those  of  1836  aud  1840— with  all  the  po¬ 
litical  activities  aroused  in  a  community 
|  which  Horace  Greeley,  after  his  resi¬ 
dence  here  of  nearly  a  year,  said  had 
more  politics  to  the  square  rod  than  any 
other  place  he  ever  visited. 

It  was  most  agreeable  to  the  Erie  Dem¬ 
ocrats  to  have  as  a  guest  the  accom¬ 
plished,  genial  and  courtly  ex-President, 
whose  learning,  elegance  of  manner  and 
purity  of  character  were  uquestioned. 
His  career  as  senator,  governor,  secre¬ 
tary,  President  and  vice  president  at  Al¬ 
bany  and  Washington  (except  at  Lon¬ 
don  when  he  was  in  the  same  'dinlomatic 
corps  of  which  Prince  Talleyrand, French 
ambassador,  was  a  member)  was  well- 
known.  r.Lo  have  him  in  person  instead 
of  the  caricatures  of  political  processions, 
where  thousands  would  take  up  the  re¬ 
frain  of  “Van,  Van,  is  a  Used-Up  Man,” 

;  was  a  relief.  Besides,  his  restoration  to 
j  power  was  expected  at  the  next  general  elec¬ 
tion.  He  was  in  the  meridian  of  life,  in 
the  full  maturity  of  his  abilities  and  des¬ 
tined  yet  to  aid  the  country,  but  by  “a 
path  he  then  knew  not  of.”  The  bright 
morning  of  his  arrival  was  most  cheering, 
as  the  procession  formed  with  whatever 
of  pomp  and  circumstance  could  be  im- 
paited.  There  was  much  to  impress.  At 


11  o’clock  the  steamer  b airport  steamed J 
into  the  harbor.  As  she  glided  toward, 
the  foot  of  State  street,  under  a  salute  ot 
artillery,  it  was  evident  the  people  were: 
for  the  "first  time  to  have  the-  right  of  a| 
living  ex-President.  _  i 

A  procession  of  military,  of  commit- j 
tees,  of  municipal  authorities  and  citizens 
was  formed.  Mr.  VanBuren  and  his 
suits  were  seated  in  a  barouch  The  long 
nublic  bridge  with  its  double  roadway 
was  still  in  good  repair,  a  he  .weathc-r 
was  beautiful  and  a  holiday  had  come, 
party  lines  had  disappeared  and 
ali  were  given  up  to  a  day  of  enjoymen 
—and  a  very  pardonable  curiosity  grati¬ 
fied  Personally,  there  was  much  to 
please  the  ex-President.  This  reception 
was  in  Erie,  the  only  county  of  the  whole 
northern  tier  of  Pennsylvania,  a  county 
1  which  had  given  a  majority  against  him. 

Tne  address  of  welcome  was  to  be 

made  by  Mr.  Sill,  a  political  .  opponent, 

whom  he  had  met  in  public  life  at  M  ash- 
ington  as  the  only  member  of  the  I  enn- 
syKiania  delegation  of  congressmen,  who 

was  not  a  Democrat. 

The  view  of  Erie,  as  it  fronted  on  tne 
bank,  was.  even  then,  commanding,  as  it 
rose  upward  to  the  Ridge  road.  ^  mu* 
have  been  especially  gratifying  „o  tne  ex- 
President  as  he  passed  up  State  stieet 
to  feel  that  on  this,  his  first  and  only 
visit  to  this  remote  town,  he.w!ts_s.o_sui- 

roundeTi^TDends.  As  the  procession 

£»,  Of  OJ 

I  ?S«"  h.«y  tom.  and 

f  ?  f  Kelso,  embowered  in  flowers  and 

President  Van  Buren,  with  the  anmen 
manorial  dwelling  of  the  pioneer 
John  Kelso,  where, 

V  tamilv  colored  servants, 

®  £ruits  ‘  and  flowers  from  the 

Cumberland  Valley,  he  had  wttled  in 

few  feet,  .“W  p  y  aad  Har- 
carpets  were  laid  for  rer  .  h 

Erl. 

;KriKtom.onE...^CS..j 

lus  home  irafayette  and  ier  y  ^  the 

,  guests.  OpposBe  on  ^hich  a  little  be- 

?or.°'  «»«»>»*  br‘de 


(from  WaVfK^iTN-p.  from  »  P*'1  “ 
the  state  teeming  with  friends  of  th*?x 
President);  a  lady  who  coming  a  sUang^^ 
had  already  commenced  to »■  f  tije 

upon  the  regard  and  aftecti ; 
qbmmuuity  winch  now  a  halt  cen.ury 

later  i3  still  held.  . 

Opposite  .was  the  Me  A  Ulster  family,!  - 
also  from  Northern  New  V o*k.  .  B< stween 
Fourth  and  Fifth  streets  on  State  street , 
was  something  for  deep  reflection.  , 

was  the  marble  building  “  ;he  Ln  d„ 

Stntes  Bank,  which  >ad  s°  o" 

grappled  with  Jackson  and  \  an  Bore  , 

for  recharter.  It  was  a  battle  or  giants 
under  which  the  whole  country  had  i 
•  shaken.  Defeated  in  this  application  for 

extension  of  corporate  existence  its 

nnest  had  been  granted  by  iennsyiva 

which  made  it  a  state  institution  | 

This  marble  building  had  been  erect  d 
j;  :fq  hankino1  house  in  Erie,  Already  , 
it  had  been  forced  into  an 
and  liquidation  under  The  loe  I 

which  it  was  then  struggling,  xhe  log 
cabin  almost  directly  across  from  t  , 
marble  building  on  State  street,  the; 
headquarters  in  the  Tippecannoe  cam- ; 
n,io-u  had  been  removed,  and  tne  o .  j 
chieftain  was  sleeping  his  lsst  sleep  a  , 
\rnrth  Rend  oa  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.; 

As  I  have  since  reflected  upon  that  rec®P‘ 

"  L  and  spectacle,  I  have  thought  of  e 
mutations  of  life  it  presented.  *  the, 

Va°  Is  pad6  after  “month  of  power,  been  j 
chided  to  his  -rave,  and  the  Whig  party! 
had  been  massed  against i  hi.  “ 

iy  u  full  of  life  and  hope,  moved  m 

P  n=  the  same  eacort  which  had 
part  Of  the  sam  d  fuaeraf  hon- 

the  preceding  ^ the  latelv  idolized: 
0.3  tO  III.  ^  «f  “>» 

Harrison.  It <*ad widiera.  tlieir 

isr“«^  Th.  w.jp.  «s.| 

who  then  made  their  second  1  P  }  f 

uniform — when  they  re®elV(f ^IhkdTy I 
__  fine  from  the  same  hand  tnat^uus  y 

-  “‘lidX Wrrria».-i.. 

■  then  so  young,  realty  of  the  tlowei  oi. 
Frie  but  nine,  as  above  stated,  now  s  i 
vi've  in  Erie.  Thus  the  procession  passed 
un  State  to  Ninth,  following  the  route  of 
pie  funeral  procession  of  President  Har- 

Peach  and  back  to  the  paik.  there 

Then  on  State,  above  the 

were  but  three  brick  business  blocks  tie 

extension  of  the-  Americaa  Hofol^^ 

Bforcf(l70:2nStaate  street)  'the'  Perry  Block  : 
So  ayo  and  Dickinson's)  one  o  them 
£  occupied  by  William  J.  Gordon,  a 


^PMfchf  ut  Scotchman;  wlio,  taking  an  Erie 
wife,  went  to  Cleveland  and  became  the 
noted  philanthropist  of  continental  celeb¬ 
rity.  The  R.  S.  Reed  house,  corner 
Park,  and  the  D.  Burton  house, 

I  the  Perkins  residence,  on  State', 
where  the  Olds  Block  now  stands,  the 
Judge  ThoniDson  House,  corner  of  iNinth 
and  the  Wittich  Block,  were  all  the  other 
brick  buildings  then  on  State.  The  pro-. 
I  cession  halted  at  a  stand  in  front  of  the 
Eagle  Tavern,  where  the  addresses  were 
i  made. 

Beporter:  “I  would  liko  muck  to  seo 
!  the  addresses,  if  you  haye  them.” 

I  Mr.  Sill — “I  obtained  them  years  ago 
and  have  them  carefully  preserved;  as 
:  relating  to  an  occasion  which  greatly  im¬ 
pressed  me.” 

The  reporter  deemed  a  few  extracts 
from  these  exquisitely  worded  addresses 
as  worthy  of  quotation. 

In  his  address  Mr.  Sill  said: 
d  “After  the  extended  tour  your  have 
taken,  in  the  progress  of  which  you  have 
passed  through  Uie  fair  and  fertile  re¬ 
gions  of  the  west  and  visited  these  beau¬ 
tiful  cities  which  have  sprung  up,  upon 
their  great  rivers,  and  now  vie  with  the 
emooriums  of  the  Atlantic  ih  wealth,  in 
population  and  all  the  arts  and  elegancies 
of  life,  we  can  hardly  hope  that  you  will 
i  find  here  so  many  objects  calculated  to 
-  interest  and  entertain  you.  Yet  there 
are  interesting  i,circumstances  connected 
I  with  the  early  and  late  periods  of  the 
history  of  this  place  and  the  region  that 
surrounds  us,  calculated  to  arrest 
jattention  and  call  forth  re- 
'flections  of  an  interesting  chdr- 
Jacter.  While  this  country  was  in  the 
'occupancy  of  the  French,  this  point  was 
selected  as  the  most  important  one  for 
the  establishment  of  the  military  poet; 
The  great  object  of  France  to  sever  the 
territory  of  the  west  from  the  Atlantic 
i  territories  of  Great  Britain  was  defeated, 
but  this  circumstance  shows  the  great  im- 
iportance  then  attached  to  this  point. 

At  a  gloomy  period  of  the  late  war, 
when  it  was  determined  to  construct  a 
naval  armament  and  recover  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  lakes,  tills  spot  was  selected 
as  the  most  suitable  of  all  to  effect  that 
object.  Plere  the  first  American  fleet  that 
ever  met  and  conquered  the  enemy  in 
squadron,  was  constructed.  From  this 
port  Perry  sailed  in  quest  of  the  enemy. 
To  this  place  he  returned  bearing  in 
Triumph  the  flag  of  his  country. 

To  the  mind  of  a  statesman,  who  like 
I  yourself  have  been  accustomed  to  grasp 
at  one  view  all  the  interests  of  a  mighty 
nation,  to  consider  the  distant  portions 
os  this  great  empire  with  each  other  and 
:he  causes  which  promote  the  prosperity 
of  all,  these  facts  may  give  rise  to  im- 
!  portant  and  interesting  reflections. 

“I  shall  now  conclude  by  assuring  you, 
sir,  of  the  sincere  wishes  of  the  authori¬ 
ties  of  this  place,  as  well  as  the  citizens 
;at  large,  that  your  sojourn  here  may  be 
agreeable,  that  the  remainder  of  your 
journey  may  be  safe  and  pleasant,  and 
that  you  will  carry  with  you  their  best 


wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness.” 

In  reply,  Mr.  Van  Bureu  stated  he  had 
[listened  with  much  pleasure  to  the  re¬ 
marks  upon  the  town  of  Erie  and  of  past 
events,  connected  with  its  history.  Ha 
was  greatly  pleased  with  its  appearance 
from  the  lake,  and  the  view  he  had  taken 
in  passing  through  its  streets  was  encour- 
aging,  lie  hoped  it  was  as  flourishing  as 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  desired.  The  facts  adverted  to  by 
Mr.  Sill  were  full  of  interest  and  suffi¬ 
cient  to  give  character  to  the  tone,  and 
(cause  every  American  to  desire  its  wel¬ 
fare.” 

“The  belief  should  serve  to  increase 
our  attachment  to  our  enviable  system  of 
(government,  which,  besides  exalting  the 
'character  of  man,  so  obviously  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  temporal  interests  in  a 
(greater  degree,  than  any  other.  It 
(should  induce  us  to  do  all  in  onr 
power  to  preserve  it  in  its  original 
purity  and  to  prevent  all  abuses  of  the 
privileges  we  enjoy.  The  preservation 
of  the  Union  was,  as  Mr.  Sill  had  ob¬ 
served,  a  vital  element  of  safety  as  well 
to  our  government  as  to  our  people.  His 
faith  in  its  perpetuity  had  never  been 
shaken.  All  that  is  necessary  to  its 
preservation  is  that  the  states  and  peo¬ 
ple  should  honestly,  faithfully  and  sin¬ 
cerely  adhere  to  the  great  landmarks  of 
the  Federal  Consitution.  He  returned 
thanks  for  the  obliging  manner  of  their 
reception.  His  acknowledgements  were 
due  to  Mr.  Sill  for  the  courteous  manner 
in  which  he  had  communicated  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  his  townsoien  and  corporate 
authorities.” 

While  his  stay  would  be  short  he  would 
be  pleased  to  take  by  the  hand  all  who 
might  call. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  the 
ex-President  received  with  characteristic 
courtesy  all  who  called.  It  was  au  ap¬ 
preciated  honor  for  Major  Brown,  the 
landlord  of  the  Eagle  Tavern  (his  Dem¬ 
ocracy  often  attested  by  a  branching 
hickory  pole  in  front  and  his  loyalty  by  a 
golden  eagle)  thus  to  entertain  a  Presi¬ 
dent  though  Senator  James  Buchanan 
had  been  here  in  1S40  and  Salmon  P. 

I  Chase  later  on. 

Several  incidents  were  long  remem¬ 
bered  which  merit  reproduction, 

It  was  stated  that  as  the  Wayne  Grays 
formed  in  review  and  their  names  men¬ 
tioned  Mr.  Van  Buren  afterwards  re¬ 
called  the  names  of  so  many  as  revealed 
his  wonderfully  retentive  memory. 

Standing  in  one  of  the  apartments  of 
the  hotel,  Mr.  Robt.  Vosburg  (fatber.hf 
Albert  Vosburg)  was  near  the  entrance 
of  the  room  where  the  ex-President  was. 
The  latter  seeing  him,  stated  he  thought 
he  knew  him.  It  was  found  that  the  two 
recognized  each  other,  as  boys  in  Kihder- 
!hook,  perhaps  40  or  45  years  before, 
and  a  hearty  greeting  followed. 

After  dinner  and  remaining  sometime 
at  the  notel,  at  o  p.  m.  the  ex-President 
went  to  Mr.  Hamot’s  house,  where  the 
ladies  of  Erie  ivere  received  .  as f,  they 
(called.  At  9  o’clock  p.  m.  lie  embarked 
in  the  same  steamer  for  Buffalo. 


It  afterward  came  to  me  in  a  round¬ 
about  way,  through  Ohio^  friends,  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  stated  that  he  had  visited 
19  states  on  this  tour  and  lie  was  more 
pleased  with  his  Erie  reception  than 
that  of  any  other  place  in  his  route. 

It  was  also  stated  that  in  this  tour  as 
ladies  at  some  point  were  welcomed,  and 
as  the  ex-President  was  about  to  kiss  a 
Whig  lady  she  drew  back  and 
said “There  lips  have  sung  too 
many  Whig  songs  for  you  _  to  kiss. 
It  shows  the  great  equanimity  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  till  at  in  this  tour  he  vis¬ 
ited  Henry  Clay  at  Ashland  and  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  mortal  foe,  Andrew  Jackson/  at  the 
Hermitage. 

It  was  also  staled  that  on  this  trip 
Abram  Lincoln  was  but  33,  the  ex-Pre3i- 
dent  met  him  and  discovered  in  the 
young  lawyer  a  remarkable  character  as 
he  stated. 

Reporter — Please  give  me  your  impres¬ 
sions  of  the  ex-President — as  carefully  as 
you  have  descri’oejd  his  visit. 

Mr.  Sill — It  is  asking  a  good  deal  of 
one,  who  as  a  boy,  was  presented  Lo  so 
noted  a  personage — this  long  afterwards 
for  his  judgment. 

As  I  remember  him,  he  was  not  tall  but 
seemed  very  pleasant  as  he  took  my  hand 
His  coal-black  ey^s  and  wide  expressive 
face  would  attract}  as  indicating  a  marked 
character.  It  was  a  great  event  for  a  boy 
to  shake  hands  with  a  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Considering  his  remarkable  success, his 
fidelity  to  his  friends,  his  self-possession 
at  all  times,  his  pleasing  manners,  his 
fa  cility  of  diction,  his  grasp  of  every 
question  brought  before  him,  and  the 
tenacity  (as  with  hooks  of  steel)  with 
which  he  held  his  friends;  and  the  learn¬ 
ed,  pure  and  upright  men  he  had  around 
him,  many  of  whom  he  placed  in  office,  I 
consider  him,  taking  him  alto¬ 
gether,  as  without  a  peer  as 
a  politician  and  statesman  com¬ 
bined.  He  was  the  only  American  that 
was  governor,  minister  to  England,  secre¬ 
tary  of  state,  vice-president  anjl  Presi¬ 
dent.  A  study  of  the  characters  and  ca- 
aeers  of  the  great  men  who  came  between 
those  who  set  the  government  in  motion 
and  those  contemporary  with  the  Rebel¬ 
lion  warrants  me  in  saying  Clay  was  more 
eloquent,  imperious  and  impulsive,  but 
apt  to  he  carried  away  or  swayed  by  some 
overwhelming  influence.  Calhoun,  more 
subtle  in  argument  and  dogmatic  in  state¬ 
ment,  had  the  tenacity  of  his  Scotch- 
Irish  race,  making  him,  when  wrong, 
persistently  so.  But  Van  Buren  with  the 
mental  strength,  readiness,  versatility 
and  tact  of  the  Dutch/was  for  some  twen¬ 
ty-four  years  a  mastermind  in  American 


politics — not  like 


he  others  generally  in 


a  minority,  but  with  the  exception  of  the 
reverse  of  1840,  tin  master  mind  and  or¬ 
ganizer  of  victor}  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

When  unable  w  tli  respect  to  his  con¬ 
victions  to  recovei  the  highest  seat  of 
power,  he  did  wLat  perhaps  no  other 
man  could;  he  ultimately  went  into'op- 


position,  taking  with  him  in  bisj^owa 
state  more  than  remained — in‘ the  party 
fold. 

He  stifled  the  dangerous  theory  of 
squatter  sovereignty.  Though  like  Samp¬ 
son  (who  when  he  fell  and  brought  down 
the  temple  with  him)  the  result  directly 
gave  to  the  Union  free  California. 

It  is  to  his  credit  that  rather  than  favor 
Texas  annexation,  he  came  out  in  opposi-  1 
tion.  Though  he  lost  the  presidency,  he 
made  a  record  for  candor  that  stands  tc 
his  perpetual  honor. 

My  study  of  his  character  shows  his 
polish  of  manner,  ever  evident.  He  was 
always  polite,  cheerful  and  self-possessed. 
He  never  acted  upon  impulse  or  was 
taken  by  surprise  either  in  triumph 
or  defeat.  His  courtesy  to  friend  and 
foe  never  forsook  him.  The  very  re¬ 
mark,  regarding  the  dead  he  (alliAied  to 
in  the  commancement  of  this  interview)  j 
related  to  one  to  whom  he  was  in  active 
political  opposition. 

His  serenity  in  retirement  was  happily  i 
indicated  in  his  last  will,  there  in  describ- 
ing  himself,  he  says:  “I,  Martin  Van- j 
Buren,  formerly  governor  of  New  York,  I 
senator  and  President  of  the  United 
States,  but  for  the  last,  and  far  happiest, 
20  years  of  my  life,  farmer  of  Kinder- 
book,  do  make  this  my  will.” 

Reporter — I  am  greatly  obliged  for 
your  attention,  and  perhaps  may  here- 1 
after  call  upon  you,  as  something  else; 
needs  your  careful  obsarvation. 


A  landMkk 


At  Cross’s,  on  the  Erie  &  rills.  K.  It  , 
About  to  he  Eliminated. 

The  Erie  &  Pittsburg  R.  R.  Co.,  on 
Saturday  commenced  to_fil  I  the  Cross’s  j 
trestle,  one  of  the  most  famous  land¬ 
marks  in  the  early  railroad  construction 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  The 
trestle  is  about  150  feet  high  and  is  500 
feet  in  length.  This  trestle,  although 
built  of  wood,  has  never  had  an  accLj 
dent  of  any  particular  note,  but  the : 
cost  of  keeping  it  in  repair  is  so  much 
that  the  company,  like  the  Phila.  <fc  I 
Erie  R.  R.  Co.  with  the  Belle  Valley  j 
trestle,  has  decided  to  fill  it.  Cinders 
will  be  brought  up  from  the  valley  asj 
fast  as  they  can  be  supplied  by  the  fur¬ 
naces.  The  company  will  run  all  the 
way  from  one  or  two  cars  to  25  per  day; 
to  the  trestle.  -  _ A  ■ 
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INTERESTING  HISTORY. 

Tils  Removal  of  tlie  Colt  and 
Reid  Homesteads. 


‘Incidents  of  Old  Erie  Recalled-Eminent 
Men  Who  Took  a  Prominent  Part  in  Be- 
yaxopiug  the  Gem  City  of  the  Lakes. 
Lafayette  and  Horace  Greeley  Enter¬ 
tained— Old  Landmarks  Being-  Removed 
from  Sites  Which  Were  at  One  Time 
the  Principal  Section  of  the  City. 


Within  a  short  time  many  of  the  oldest 
and  best  preserved  houses  in  the  city  of 
Erle  have  been  removed  to  make  room 
for  palatial  residences,  modern  stores  and 
hives  of  industry.  The  march  of  im¬ 
provement  goes  steadily  on  in  the  Gem 
City  of  the  Lak'es  and  our  older  citizens 
are  given  an  opportunity  to  relate  many 
interesting  incidents  about  old  Erie 
I  he  attention  of  a  “Messenger”  reporter 
*as  called  a  few  days  since  to  the 
i  removal  of  the  Colt  homestead  at 
Me^Keid  a“d  Fmmh  streets  and 

itreel  ht  a  esead  011  East  Seventh 
Street  by  an  anonymous  correspondent 

tiJn  ?lnndi  tha ■  much  historical  informa¬ 
tion  con  Id  be  given  to  the  public  con¬ 
cerning  both  of  these  buildings  if  an  in- 
j  ter  vis  w  could  be  obtained  with  some  of 
lout  citizens  who  were  in  a  position  to  give 
the  information  desired. 

t,°.pl'es.ent  t0  the  “Messenger” 

These  old  f°r,,Cal  associations  which 

tnese  old  landmarks  m  question 
(helped  o  preserve  the  reporter  Lk the 
liberty  to  call  upon  ex-Senator  James 
’  '*bo9.e  contributions  to  the  local  press 
,’T!T  the  Preservation  of  local  history 

Xhe  renoTtlr  freque“i.  and  interesting. 

Tf  o  i?°rt7  wa*  cordially  received  by 

Ir  dv  ’to"'110’  b?  th°  "V'  is  always 

ofaCErr°td 

iSi  ab“‘  “"CS 

{therefore  the  is  tJtm  ^ 

i'infemUnThimrr  Pre86nt  the  folIo^S 


THE  OLD  COLT  HOMESTEAD. 

The  removal  of  the  Colt  homestead 
from  he  southwest  corner  of  French  and 
Fourth  streets,  obliterates  a  cherished 
landmark  redolent  of  historic  aud  per 
[sonul  associations,  and  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  foundation  and  advance¬ 
ment  ot  Erie,  ft  was  built  early  in  the 
(century  for  the  home  of  Mr.  Judah  Colt, 
then  probably  the  foremost  citizen  of 
S  3pdtso  occupied  until  his  death  in 
18o2,  Before  that  Mr.  Colt’s  history  had 
[been  almost  identical  with  that  of  the 
(county.  He  came  to  the  lake  shore  wii- 
derness  m  1795  and  to  the  town  of  Erie  in 
|IbJb.  in  the  meanwhile  having  pur¬ 
chased  largely  of  land  and  having  been 
.made  agent  of  the  Population  Company 
[Jus  land  office  became  the  source  of  title 
(for  much  of  this  county.  His  home  was 
a  central  point  in  the  social  life  of  the 

whole  region,  from  which  there  went  out 
inn  influence  of  the  highest  type,  warmim- 
Unto  life  all  the  better  feelings  and  re° 
fined  sentiments.  This  influence  was 
more  far-reaching  and  abiding  in  its  char¬ 
acter  from  its  unfaltering  and  open- 
handed  support  of  morality  and  religion. 

It  upheld  all  the  advance  couriers  in 
;t heir  efforts  to  plant  their  Standard  upon 
,  the  wild  Jake  shore.  Mr.  Colt 

pTS  £  ^native  of  Lyme,  Conn. 
He  first  came  in  1795.  The 

remoteness  of  Erie  and  its  isolation 
fioni  the  comforts  of  civilization  at  that 
time,  will  be  better  understood  when  it 
Is  stated  that  upon  his  coming  it  was 
found  that  United  States  troops  were 
building  a  fort  and  the  state  commission- 
ersiwere  laying  out  the  town.  He  and  his 
/companion  then  bought  eight  hundred 
'/acres  of  laud,  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  pay- 
able  in  hve  annual  instalments.  On  the 
3d  of  March  1/96,  he  started  for  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Having  done  his  business 
there,  he  went  to  Hew  York  city,  and  in 
April  purchased  provisions  and  supplies 
for  his  return  to  Erie.  His  goods  were 
shipped  up  tne  Hudson  to  Albany,  across 
the  portage  by  wagon  to  the  Mohawk,  up 
tnat  river  by  boats,  thence  to  Oswego 
anu  from  there  by  lake  and  wagomTto 
1tll9„9lacUf|  the  goods  arriving  July 
[1,  1/J6.  From  that  time  forward  his 
(various  adventures,  the  litigations  over 
Jand  titles,  his  journeys  to  Philadelphia 
a2.d  .N.ew  England,  and  his  persistent 
rtorts  to  settle  toe  country  and  secure  to 
each  deserving  purchaser  his  home,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  Jong  delay  which  a  fron¬ 
tier  war,  aud  the  ensuing  distress  and 
vicissitudes  had  caused  in  this  country 
made  his  life  very  eventful.  Mr.  Colt 
v\as  equal  to  the  emergency.  Men  of 
national  fame  had  before  that  selected 
him  for  high  duties.  Gov.  George  Clin- 

*0Q;  uf  J0rk>  had  mafle  him  the 

first  sheriff  of  Ontario  county,  New  York 
,and  the  noted  Col.  Aaron  Burr  had  ten¬ 
der  edhun  Jus  life  position  as  agent  of 
'the  Population  Company.  His  land 
[transactions  covered  a  vast  area. 

I  “Mr-  Colt  was  the  founder,  chief  sup¬ 
porter  and  first  eider  of  the  First  Pres- 
!  by  ter  i  an  Church  of  Erie.  His  home  was 


i.»b"  £K 

garden,  W  b  exteuded  from  French  to 
These  grounds  e  states  Bank, 

State  streets.  _  ■  „  U8ed  as  post-office 

marble  budding  erected  in  1830-7, 

^sitrr'Sched  from  this  histone, 

residence  fAYEtTE  ENTERTAINED. 

“The  large  southeastern  apartment  oA 
the  old  homestead  P**1^  wa8  the! 
most  spacious  pan  ^  Ue  (then  the, 
place  where  &en.  third  of  June, 

nation’s  guest  on  Jg*  ' tblfrdErie.  The 
1825,  received  the  iadies  l-  Dear- 

general  seated  with  Mn  C°H  in  t^ 
born  carriage  of  the  lat  .  and  mili-1 

(lay  (escorted  by  a  Urge  ^  > 

tary  procession)  United  Stales.  I 

triumphal  tour  o  vivor  cf  those 

My  mother,  the >  1  st .  that  reception, 

ladies  who  participa  eci  that  the  I 

Ifasion6  wasVe  hjppJ.-tji.yrf  hislife. 

c—  SH5£ 

'ry'”r.hf  r.tSc.Jndvnoccmcn.  and  j 

elevation  of  this  co.^ty-  ^day-schools  j 
As  the  introduction  of  ****7  t  had 

into  Erie  was  m  1818,  after  i  d 

returned  from  the  east,  under^  g_  Eeed 

efforts  of  Mis.  Colt  homestead 

the  ample  Bpace  o  the  CoU  ^  I 

could  thus  be  «tlhz  ’m  o£  the  brick 
hall  or  conference  erected  by 

E‘‘(iS.,‘"r»S“iSi«n.othec1,u,ch; 

„p  to  1841:  Colt  thug  described! 

One  who  Knew  hi8  inflaence, 

him  to  me.  the  disposal  of 

his  counsel,  al  w  ‘ed  after  its  pros- 
the  church.  H-6  solicitude  I 

Ti'1:1  U»d“  parent  does  for 

r  «  “  °$z  S, 

An  elegant.  m»»  chi.el.d 

S„aan°e..Crdai/o  ^‘^^3 

childlike  and  bland,  dte.  all  men  note 

him.”  ,  .  <<  Almost  the  first 

se^in^wildero^s.thrcm^hhisowu, 

■mv  other  man  to  fashion  angnt  n  o 

any  oiucj.  community,  elis 

and  religious  life >  of  ' ttt«  co  0f  his 

works  do  follow  him.  The  impr 

life  is  upon  the  best,  the  sacreu 

tions  of  our  city.  name 

In  the  history  of  th u  town  no^  ^ 

is  deserving  a  higher  h  8ubaequently  I 
that  of  Judah  Colt,  notion-  Enoch, 

to  u  great  ^  h“  ok  him. 
he  .was  not,  to  ^.e8ide>  near  the 

Bitting  by  Ins  ° October  eyen- 
table,  in  usual  healtn,  au  - 


in-  of  l8b£,  vnERbuTTgroan  or  struggle, 
he* passed  [beyond  this  vail  into  the  full¬ 
ness  of  light.”  1 

honorable  career  ENDED. 

“Mr  Obit’s  death  in  1832,  followed  by 
Mrs.  Colt’s  in  1834,  ca  jtedlthe  occupancj  , 
nf  thp  home  by  others',  including  his  , 
kinsmen,  Messrs.  George  Selden  and 
Thomas  G.  Colt,  the  latter  having  ,be; 
come  its  owner  and  occupant io  •  q 

ler  of  a  century  up  to  lus  death  in  the 

Hrst  mayor  of°Erie  after  its  incorpora-l 
.  .  1  ^ osi  French  street  was  in  the 

»”  Ee0f  JSS ‘»dhF“  * 

the  corner  otbrencn  <uu 

Thomas  Forster’s  dwelling, 

b,  “  and  grounds,  at  the  corner  of 

’f“,  and  Fifth,  Jndge  EG  is  «»• 

(of  French  S“ih-“^r.Mh°Sdi 

S1Xihe  Cob  Forster  was  collector  of  the  | 
port  for  thirty-five  years,  up  to  his  death! 

m“lfwas  remarkable  that  simultaneously  j 
ill  the  removal  of  this  noted  landmark ' 
he  of  nelrlv  equal  antiquity  and 
rarlTas  con  Picu°usqcenter  of ^influence, 

8l°“et  trom  which  he  was  buried  50  years 
«  tHs  m!nth.  East  Seventh  street,  be- 
--Holland and  French,  was ^  for  years 

arl|Sivt.2  it  Seventh  and' 
HolKnd  he  e  stood  the  early  log  school-, 
bonsebuilt  in  IS*,  ».  •  {Si 

b’0lts,d)Sih”htid.bTnu.ewe.. 

son  rtciQ  3  Tiul-e  Sterrett  where 

tT^-ice  Greeley^  in  1831  remained  during 
i  -0>a\‘iv  in  Erie.  It  wa3  also  the  place  of 
hlB- we  of  Hon.  Thomas  Wilson,  sev- 
reSd“»«  Jo?g° rissman  in  the  days  of 

President  Madjon^nEo^GjA,. 

The  parsonage  of  the  Associate  Re- 
*  r now  U  P.  Church)  was  owned,, 

artsv* 

fifitt  tlieologi.n,  author  nnd  in- 
s  true  tor  passed  his  life  As  this  build-' 
with  its  attractive  flower  and  fru-t< 
s:  l  »  long  the  home  of  the  „»1, 

erarv  tone  which  the  not  infrequent  ad-, 
dition  of  the  principal  of  the  Erie  acade- 
mv  crftve  to  it,  this  home,  modest  as  it 
“;,s  bi  proportions  and  unpretentious  in 
r.vle  was  yet  one  of  the  places  the  open 
handed  hospitality  and  unwearying| 
welcome  of  which  were  most  cheerfu  y 
accepted.  It  was  also  the  nome  of  Mom. 
James  C.Keid  and  his  brilliant  family,  Dr. 


the 

ister, 
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K3I 

tii 

(of 

and  gi  lphie  reports 
ling  public. 

-  “But  iliese  home?  are  now  but  a  mem- 
lory.  While  other  Erie  Pwfalences  iu  ail 
{their  stateliness  have  ’  arisen,  to  the  em- 
j  bellishmeut  of  which  the  art  and  treas¬ 
ures  of  Europe  and  America  have con- 
ftributed  with  "  their  varied  surroundings 
of  comfort  and  elegancies  of  modern  life. 
It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  any  two, 
1  or  half  a  dozen  of  the  score  of  Erie  palatial 
I  residences  will  or  can  exert  a  more  bene- 
|  ffcial  and  enduring  influence 

upon  the  surrounding  country 

or  be  remembered  with  a  more 
[gratified  sense  of  the  lifelong  and  self- 
|  sacrificing  efforts  of  the  exemplary, 
[patriotic  and  God-fearing  men  whose 
j  names  and  good  deeds  have  been  so  inti¬ 
mately  associated  with  these  time-hon, 
ored  homes,  which  have  during  the 
month  “gone  the  way  of  all  the  eaj 


A  BIT  OF  LOCAL  HISTORYT 

An  Interesting  Addition  to  the.  Annals  of 
JEiie  County. 

Erie,  Pa  ^JTrly  5. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Dispatch: 

In  the  History  of  Erie  County  I  have 
seen  the  name  of  John  W.  Hay  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  military  company  of  long 
ago.  As  lovers  of  local  history  may  be 
interested,  I  write  to  say  that  before 
me  lies  a  letter  written  by  him  to  his 
father,  Col.  VVm.  Hay  of  Dauphin  coun¬ 
ty,  Pa. ,  dated  at  Erie,  Sept.  10,  1799. 
He  says:  “I  have  brought  on  a  very 
[good  assortment  of  articles,  well  chosen 
jfor  this  place,  which  will  command  a 
very  handsome  profit.  My  captaincy 
was  forfeited  in  consequence  of  my  not 
coming  forward  in  time.  The  result 
was  a  new  election.  It  took  place  four 
days  previous  to  my  coming.  The 
people  insisted  upon  me  being  their 
commander  and  gave  me  a  majority  at 
the  second  election,  notwithstanding  my 
being  absent  for  nearly  fourteen 
months.” 

In  1S00  he  removed  to  Vincennes,, 
then  the  capital  of  Indiana  territory, 
Gen.  Harrison  governor.  Mr.  Hay  was 


V 


enne,  is  a  grandson. 

Yours,  etc. 

Joseph  Vance, 

Pastor  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 
I  Chester,  Pa.,  June  26,  1894. 


An  Erie  County  Town  Pull  of  Pleas¬ 
ant  Memories. 


Tippecanoe, 


|a  soldier  in  the  battle  of 
was  a  successful  merchant,  postmaster’ 
and  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  died  in  Vincennes  in  1840,  aged  65. 
i?enrXG-  ^ay’  centennial  commissioner 
jfor  Wyoming  and  President  of  the 
IStockgrowers  National  bank  of  Chey- 


The  little  village  of  Waterford,  in 
Northwestern  Pennslyvania,  only  four¬ 
teen  miles  from  Lake  Erie,  is  of  great 
and  curious  interest,  for  it  stands  at 
j  the  end  of  the  famous  Portage  path 
|  which  connected  what  is  now  the  city 
|  of  Erie  with  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
and  its  tributaries.  This  portage  was 
not  only  used  by  the  aboriginies  from 
!  time  immemorial,  but  it  was  used  by 
j  the  white  men  from. Hie  earliest  periods 
of  dis'corvery  and  colonization. 

The  route  was  a  very  simple  and 
easy  one.  From  where  the  city  of  Erie 
J  now  is  to  the  headwaters  of  French 
creek  was  a  short  land  carriage,  and 
j  then  the  canoes  or  batteaux  were  float¬ 
ed  down  French  creek  to  the  Allegheny 
and  down  the  Allegheny  to  the  Ohio. 

It  was  very  fortunate  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  cause,  in  the  war  of  1S12,  that 
French  creek,  which  at  times  would 
persist  in  becoming  too  shallow  for  use, 
was  full  enough  for  navigation  in  the 
year  which  the  fleet  of  'Commodore 
I  Perry  was  fitted  out,  for  quite  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  supplies  for  the  fleeto 
!  came  from  Pittsburg,  by  way  of  this 
i  route,  uip  the  streams  to  Waterford, 
at  the  head  of  French  creek,  and  then 
overland  to  Erie.  Canvas  and  cables 
for  the  vessel  were  carried  by  this 
portage  route,  as  well  as  anchors  and 
some  cannon,  and  had  French  creek 
not  been  deep  enough  for  the  boats 
thus  loaded  to  pass  uip,  the  fleet  of 
i  Perry  would  not  have  been  equipped 
I  in  time  to  fight  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie 
as  it  did. 

A  Still  More  Curious 
|  Association  of  history  with  this  old 
portage  -and  with  the  village  of  Water¬ 
ford,  Is  that  in  1753,  when  George 
Washington  was  a  young  man  of  but 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  .he  visited  the 
French  fort  which  had  just  been  erect¬ 
ed  on  the  spot  where  the.  village  of 
[Waterford  now  stands.  Neither’  Fort 
'  Pitt  -nor  Fort  Duquesne  had  been  erect¬ 
ed  at  that  time,  and  it  is  certainly  a 
|  j  most  curious  fact  that  Washington 


shout'd’  .ha.v¥’T5een  so  Yaf-  into  the  un¬ 
broken  wilder n ess  and  almost  upon  the 
very  'edg'e  of  Lake  Erie. 

Washington's  character  cannot  be 
understood,  without  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  his  inborn  love  for  danger! 
and  adventure  and  for  plunging  into 
wild  and  unmapped  forests.  He  seized 
with  alacrity  upon  all  possible  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  gratifying  this  venturesome 
fancy,  and  this  explains  how  it  was 
that  as  a  youth  of  eighteen  he  was  a 
surveyor  among  the  Alleghenies;  that 
at  twenty-one  he  was  on  a.  .hazardous 
mission  to  the  French- commander  alt 
the  bead  of  French  creek;  that  he  se¬ 
cured  the  commission  that  took  him 
to  Great  -Meadows,  -and  that  he  could 
refer  to  that  place  as  “a  charming  field 
for  an  encounter,”  that  he  was  with 
the  unfortunate  -expedition:  of  Brad- 
dock,  and  afterwards  with  the  luckier 
expedition  of  Forbes;  -and  that  in  1770 
he  was  far  doiwn  the  Ohio,  belo-w  'the 
Muskingum  and  the  Hocking,  examin¬ 
ing  and  exploring  the  unsettled  1-and 
-and  meeting  with 

Indian  Sachems  and  Sagamores. 


This  spirit  of  daring  an-d  adventure 
will  also  explain  ho-w  it  was  that  he 
1  could  write,  in  a  letter  to  his  brother 
j  after  the  skirmish  as  Great  Meadows: 
“I  heard  the  bullets  whistle,  and,  be¬ 
lieve  me.  there  is  some  thing  charming 
in  the  sound.”  This  spirit  was  also 
recognized  by  others',  while  -he  was 
young,  for,  after  Braddock’s  defeat, 
Lord  Halifax,  in  England,  -said:  “Who 
is  Mr.  Washington?  They  say  he  be¬ 
haved  in  Braddock’s  action  as  bravely 
as  if  he  really  loved  the  whistling  of 
bullets.”  It  is  remarkable  that  Lord 
Halifax’s  estimate  -o-f  Washington’s 
spirit  and  Washington's  description  of 
himself  should  have  been  expressed  in 
almost  exactly  the  same  words. 

And  so  it  was  that  he-  accepted 
eagerly  the  chance  of  penetrating  into 
the  wilds,  when  offered  the  commission 
of  ambassador  to  interview  the  French 
on  French  -creek.  He  did  not,  to  be 
sure,  succeed  ini  getting  from  the 
French  commander  the  kind  of  an¬ 
swer  that  he  hoped  for,  but  he  got  a 
very  definite  one,  and  one  that  could 
by  no  possibility  be  misunderstood, 
namely,  that  ithe  French  were  going  to 
push  forward  down  the  Ohio  in  spite 
of  anything  that  the  English  might  say 
or  do.  And  so,  after  getting  his  answer 
to  carry  back  to  Virginia,  and  after 
carefully  observing  the  construction 
and  defenses  of  the  fort, 


He  Returned  Homewards. 


Lafayette,  at  the  time  of  his  famous 
visit  to  America  in  1824  and  1805,  vis¬ 
ited  Waterford  because  -of  its  associa¬ 


tions  with  Washington’s  ea-rly  career, 
and  in  the  little  village  he  spent  one 
night.  There  is  still  living  there  an 
old,  old  lady,  exceedingly  pleasant,  and 
in  spite  of  her  age,  with  black  hair, 
very  slim,  and  with  a  remarkably  pre¬ 
served  -figure- — looking  as  though  she 


■  had  just  stepped  out  of  one  of  Mary: 
Wilkin’s  charming  sketches,  for  she  is! 
quite  of  the  New  England  type — who 
will  tell  you,  when  she  shakes  hands 
with  you,  that  you  are  holding  the- 
liand  that  has  been  held  by  Lafayette. 

In  the  village  there  is  an  old  stone 
hotel,  a  quaint  old  structure,  old-fash¬ 
ioned  in  style  and  build,  and  contain-! 
ing  many  a  charming  old-fashioned 
nook.  On  the  upper  floor  there  is  an  j 
old-fashioned  ball  room,  running  the  | 

„  width  of  the  building,  and  it  has  a 
dome  roof,  and  it  has  an  old-fashioned 
.  platform  built  at  one  side,  and  railed 
in,  where  the  musicians  seated  them-! 

!  selves,  and  it  has  benches  all  around! 

;  the  wall. 

We  met,  while  at  the  hotel,  an  old 
-  citizen  of  the  place,  who  proceeded, 
with  all  imaginable  courtesy,  to  tell  | 
us  some  -of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
town.  He  said  that  when  Lafayette - 
■was  there  he  stopped  at  this  hotel,  and! 
he  showed  us  a  window  from  which  j 
the  famous  Frenchman  spoke  to  a| 
crowd  that  had  assembled,  and  he: 
showed  us  the  very  room  that  he  had! 
occupied,  and  the  very  bedstead. 

Upon  Which  He  Had  Rested. 

“And  this  Wotel  was  built  in  whatj 
By-ear?” 

“O-h,  just '  the  year  that  is  outside 
-there,  in  stone  figures.” 

“Yes,  I  see.  But  how  could  L-afay- 
|ette,  who  was  in  Waterford  in  1825,  be 
iat  this  hotel,  which  was  not  built  until 
■1826.” 

"Oh,  I  thought  -he  was  here  in  182S.” 

And  after  -that  we  could  not  but  mls-| 


•  trust  that  old  inhalbitant. 

The  town  o-f  Waterford  is  a  rather 
'■‘pleasant,  -quiet  little  place,  and  has 
never  grown  to  such  a  size  -as  was  once! 
.expected  of  it.  It  was  not  until  quite) 
'■a  time  after  the  ratification  of  the  [ 
treaty  olf  peace  -with  Gre-at  -Britain  that 
J  settlers-  began  to  come  into  -this  region, 
for  the  -British  continued  for  years  to 
obstinately  hold  the  western  posts  that 
they  had  agreed  to  give  up,  and  Am-er- 
g  ic-a-n  settlements  were  thus  -rendered 
■  imposs-itbl-e. 

But  the  British  -soldiers  did  get  away 
at  la-st,  an-d  then-  the  settlers  -began  to 
licome  in.  It  -was  -about  1795  that  the 
first  pioneers  settled  i.n  the  county. 

A  few  years  before  this  the  -Pennsyl¬ 
vania  government,  in  a  fit  of  public 
H  spirited  ness,  -decided  to  do  something 
muni-fleent  for  the  country  which  they 
knew  :was  soon  to-  be  occupied.  They 
.  sent  men  to  examine  the  -condition  of 

•  the  ancient  water  route,  and,  .-after 
receiving  -a  report,  -appropriated  the 
magnificent  sum  o-f  one  hundred 
j  pounds  for  the  improvement  of 

Navigation  on  French  Creek. 

It  was  of  very  much  more,  real  im- 
!  iportance  that  the  same  government, 
fearing  that  pioneer  settlers  would  be  1 
[annoyed  by  Indians,  had  a  couple  of 
small  block-houses  built  at  Le  Boeuf; 


1 


_ 


'lie  c-'pot  that  fs* 
fort  of  that  name  had  stood,  and  where 
the  future  village  of  Waterford  was  to 
arise.  This  was  followed  by  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  strong1  stockade  post 
iWith  four  block-houses,  and  this  fort 
»  (""'as  still  standing  in  quite  recent 
il [yeans.  So  strong  an  impression  had 
'Tjthis  American-built  fort  made  on  the 
imagination  of  the  residents,  that  most 
^  i  of  them  think  that  it  was  the  only  fort 
.'that  was  ever  built  there. 

We  found  it  intensely  interesting  to 
j  stand  on  the  very  spot  that  marked 

■  the  limit  of  Washington’s  personal  ad- 
Svance  toward  the  northwest.  In  spirit, 
I  indeed,  he  went  much  further,  in  later 
ffllife,  for  he  made  a  careful  study  of  the 
•3  resources  and  needs  of  the  west,  and  :< 

S  urged  the  importance  of  developing  I 

■  and  opening  the  country.  He  was? 
strongly  interested,  for  example,  in  the 

I  permanent  improvement  of  the  route 
I  np  the  Cuyahoga,  from  where  Cleve¬ 
land  now  stands  to  the  portage  near 
I  Akron,  and  down  the  Tuscarawas  and 
$  Muskingum  to  the  Ohio. 

'But  his  personal  advance  was  1 
^  marked  by  the  limits  of  French  creek,  ( 
,4  and  thus  it  is  that  French  creek  valley  I 
land  the  village  of  Waterford  must  al-l 
I  ways  be  of  special  interest.— Robert  * 
J  Shackleton,  Jr„  in  Pittsburg  Leader. 


From 
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Waierford’s  Centennial  Celebration 
Was  a  Fete  Bay. 


of  this  great 
of  the  hun-  j 
settlement  oi 
judge  of  the 


Wfast  the  Past  Century  Has  Done  for  the 
Old  Borough  and  What  the  Fu¬ 
ture  Has  in  S  tore. 


ry 

Waterford,  Sept.  17. — (Special. )  — Any-j 
[one  who  should  return  to  Waterford  to¬ 
day  after  an  absence  of  several  yeare 
(would  find  himself  at  a  los3  to  recognize 
his  whereabouts'.  The  eld  boro  has  put 
on  her  holiday  dress  and  the  stars  and 
stripes  are  flying  from  every  place  of 
business  and  every  private  dwelling. 
Waterford  la  entertaining  more  visitors 
to-day  than  ever  before  in  her  history. 
The  exodus  from  the  farms  and  villages 
of  the  country  round  began  early  this 
morning  until  there  are  now  at  least 
7,000  people  within  the  limits  of  the 
town.  And  the  occasion 
(fete  day  is  the  celebration 
dredth  anniversary  of  the 
the  borough.  If  we  are  to 
future  of  Waterford  from  the  manner  in 
which  her  second  century  is  being 
ushered  in,  we  must  prophesy  for  her 
anew  existence.  Phoenix-like,  a  new 
town  is  being  born  from  the  ashes  c£  the 
destructive  Are  of  last  March,  and  the 
handsome  new  business  blocks,  now 
almost  completed,  rising  to  take  the 
i  place  of  the  old-fashioned  wooden  build- 
:  ings,  betoken  a  new  era  of  business 
activity  in  the  old  of  town  of  Waterford. 

|  The  spirit  of  patriotism  and  progress 
j  which  is  manifesting  itself  in  every 
person  present,  old  and  young  witness  to 
the  rejuvenating  impulses  whioh  are 
ruling  the  great  occasion. 

The  Ancient  Borough's  Past. 

Last  night  a  well  attended  historical 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Park  Opera 
House,  and  the  younger  generation  were 
treated  to  a  series  of  historical  and  re¬ 
miniscent  artioiea  from  the  pens  of  tb9 
older  inhabitants.  After  the  invocation 
by  Rav.  P.  W.  Free,  and  the  singing  of 
the  national  hymn,  “America,”  by  a 
selected  chorus  of  about  one,  hundred 
voices,  the  chairman  of  the  meeting, 
Hon.  Wm.  Benson,  announced  that  the 
essay  on  the  “History  of  Waterford’  pre¬ 
pared  by  himself,  would  be  read  ..by  Prof. 
Frank  C.  Rex.  Faots  concerning  the 
[foundation  and  settlement  of  this  old 
town  were  set  forth,  showing  that  after 
Ithe  English  occupation  of  this  section  of 
!the  country,  settlers  flooked  from  the  east 
to  this  place,  already  famous  as  the  situ 
of  old  Fort  LeBeouf.  where  Washington 
lin  December,  1753,  delivered  to  the 
French  commandant,  the  letter  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Dinwiddie  of  Virginia.  The  fort 
was  burned  by  the  Indans,  and  the  garri¬ 
son  massacred  in  1763.  The  struggles 
of  the  early  settlers  were  dilated  upon, 
and  the  history  of  business  in  Waterford 
briefly  sketched.  The  first  store  was 
[opened  in  1806,  the  Erie  and  Waterford 
[road  incorporated  in  1804.  General  La- 
uyette  visited  here  on  his  return  to  this 
ountry  in  1835,  and  General  Bertrand  4 
camp  to  Napoleon,  in  1843,  Gen- 


.r. 


eral  ZacharyTaylor,  then  president  o^the 

United  States,  passed  through  the  tow 
onSs northern  tour  in  1848  and  was  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  citizens  of  Waterford  at 
too  Brie  hotel.  Waterford  was  made  a 
borough  in  1833  and  a  special  election  | 

district  in  1844. 

Tli®  Time-Honored  Academy. 

Clinton  H.  Bolard  read  a  “History  of 
Waterford  Academy,”  which  institution 
and  the  Eagle  hotel  are  almost  the  only 

first  quarter  of  this  century.  In  1811,  an 
act  of  legislature  was  passed  inoorpor- 
n.tin'T  this  ancient  institution,  and  nam¬ 
ing  eight  prominent  citizens  of  the  place 
as  its  trustees.  It  was  granted  an  en¬ 
dowment  of  land  in  the  vicinity,  which, 
Slaving  been  afterward  sold,  provided  the 
tonds  necessary  for  the  buildings,  and 
for  toe  present  endowment  fund  ihe 
old  Aoademy  building  was  erected 
1828  and  the  first  term  of  sohool  opened 
in  1827  with  John  Wood  as  principal. 

In  issl  the  school  had  grown  to  such 
nroportions  that  it  was  considered  neces¬ 
sary  to  build  an  annex  to  the  original 
edifice,  which  was  accordingly  done.  And 
again  in  1873,  it  was  found  uecessary  for 

the  accommodation  of  non  resident  stu¬ 
dents  to  erect  a  spacious  hoarding  hall. 

The  success  of  the  institution  from  its 
foundation  up  to  the  present  time  has 
Sen  uniform  Diplomas  were  first  given 
in  1877,  and  since  that  year  127  gradu¬ 
ates have departed  from  its  walls.  Its 
success  for  the  beginning  of  the  second 
SntlOT  ot  Waterford’B  hMory  1.  ».■«»'> 
in  its  management  by  I  rof .  brans  . 
Kex  who,  with  a  corps  of  efficient  teach¬ 
ers,  has  already  begun  the  year’s  work.  ! 
I  It  might  be  statad  in  passing  that .a 
movement  is  likely  to  be  set  on  foot  by 
the  citizens  of  this  borough  to  re-mcor- 
nontsthe  old  Academy  as  a  college  un¬ 
der  the  act  or  1895.  Surely  nothing 
would  he  a  more  evident  sign  of  the  do- 
r™ tho  ill-  of  Waterford 
a  Now  Waterford,  than  to 
make  it  a  centre  ot  learning.  As  an  ed¬ 
ucational  centre  it  is  almost  ideal,  being 


beautifully^  and.”  healthfully  located,  and 
commanding  a  stretoh  of  county  of ^  fifty 
miles  radius  with  almost  no  rival  insti¬ 
tutions  to  contend  with. 

In  Heminiscent  VeiJS. 

The  Centennial  chorus  sang  the  fa 
mens’  “Anvil  Chorus,”  from 
opera' of  II  Trovatore,  after  which  Mr. 

W.  McKay  read  an  article  on  “Personal 
Remihisoenses”  prepared  by  Miss  Zoe 
Farrar.  Mr.  McKay  also  read  toe  article 
on  “The  Beginning  of  Things,”  which 
was  written  by  Mrs.  Isabel  Austin  after 


was  wruiieu  u,y  -uiin.  - -  _ 

which  Miss  Jennie  Johnson,  accompanied 
by  the  chorus,  sang  “The  Star  Spangled 


Ba nner.  ’  ’  Mr.  Harry  O-  W oodward  read 
toe  “History  of  Journalism  in  Water¬ 
ford,  ’  •"  and  then  the  floor  was  offered  the 
chairman  to  whoever  might  desire  to  say 
anything  of  especial  interest  to  the  occa 
sion. 

,1.  L.  Cook,  an  old  citizen  of  near 


j  ninety  years  of  age,  kinldy  responded  to 
1  a  oall  for  a  song  and  for  a  man  of  his 
!  years  sang  very  creditably  a  couple  of 
j  stanzas  of  “Maggie  and  I.”  The  ebair- 
j  man  then  introduced  Hon.  J.  P.  Vincent 
j  of  Erie,  one  of  the  oldest  living  persons 
‘  born  In  Waterford,  who  made  a  brief  ad¬ 
dress  after  which  the  audience,  rising, 
sang  “Old  Lang  Syne,”  and  adjourned, 
full  of  that  enthusiasm  which  ought 
always  to  bo  present  at  the  birth  of  a  new 
century  ot  history. 

The,  Industrial  Parade. 

A  grand  parade  was  the  main  feature 
of  this  morning's  celebration.  Forming 
on  First  street,  too  procession,  headed  by 
the  Coleman  band  of  Union  City,  and 
followed  by  toe  G.  A.  R.  the  boro 
officials,  too  hose  company,  the  public 
school  children,  the  aoadsmy  students,, 
the  Y.  M.  G.  A.,  numerous  fantastics 
,  and  industrial  floats,  made  a  complete 
tour  of  the  town  and  disbanded  again  at 
First  street. 

!  During  the  interim  between  the  morn¬ 
ing-parade  and' the  celebration  exercises 
of  the  afternoon,  a  steady  stream  of; 
.visitors  poured  into  the  chapel  room  of 
the  old  academy  to  see  the  elaborate  exbi-  j 
'bitlon  of  quaint  old  relics  of  historical 
and  antiquarian  interest.  There  were  to 
be.  seen  all  sorts  of  curious  old  weapons, 
domestic  utensils,  and  articles  of  apparel 
usad  by  toe  early  settlers,  Waterford  s 
first  piano,  of  the  old  harpsichord  orj 
'  spin  net  pattern,  and  made  in  Bpndon 
'  during  tho  last  century,  was  on  exhibit. 
Only  one  other  like  it  is  known  to  exist 
in  Erie  county.  The  academy  was  there¬ 
fore  the  central  point  of  the  day’s  C3lebra- 
tions,  being  not  only  the  headquarters  of 
toe  exhibitions,  but  figuring  upon  toe 
official  souvenirs  as  well. 


The  Atternoon  and  Evening. 

The  afternoon  exercises  were  held  in 
j  West  Park  where  the  oration  of  the  day 
was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  E.  A.  Walling, 

;  of  Erie.  The  remainder  of  the  afternooon 
was  rendered  entertaining  by  various 
field  sports,  icolading  a  hotly  contested 
base  ball  game  between  Waterford  and 
Wattsburg.  In  toe  evening  the  whole 
town  was  resplendent  in  its  gorgoous 
illumination  and  Japanese  deoorations. 
The  entire  occasion  from  beginning  to 
finish  was  well  managed,  and  the  object 
of  tho  centennial,  which  was  to  inaugur¬ 
ate  an  era  of  renewed  prosperity  in 
W ate -ford,  bids  fair  to  be  realized  in  the 
very  near  future. 

Erie  Well  Represented. 

Among  the  Erie  people  present  were 
noticed  Hon.  Walter  Soott,  Hon.  F.  A. 
Mizener,  G.  T.  Churchill,  John  M. 
Glazier,  Dr.  Strickland,  C.  S.  Marks, 
Harry  Vincent,  John  Fleeharty,  F.  Bre- 
j  villler,  G.  F.  Brevillier,  R.  'v-  Walker,  E. 
J.  Riijlet,  O.  J  Brown,  W.  J,  Robinson, 
J.  D.  Hay,  W.  H.  Sandusky. 
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embraces  a  great  variety  of  entertainment, 
including  historic  pageants,  grand  military 
display.  State  meet  of  the  L.  A.  XV.,  Yacht 
Regatta,  a  Midway  Plaisanoe,  historic 
fair,  monster  concert,  a  special  display  of 
fireworks  and  other  features. 

In  1793,  Thomas  Rees,  the  first  per¬ 
manent  white  settler  under  the  Pennsylva-  1 
nia  law,  located  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  creek, 
on  the  now  historic  Garrison  ground  (that  j 
was  a  little  later  to  be  the  scene  of  stir-  I 
ring  events  in  the  war  of  1812-14),  within 
the  present  corporate  limits  of  Erie,  and 
sought  to  establish  peaceful  domain  over 
a  beautiful  country  that  for  almost  two  eea- 
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THE  LAKE  CITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  PREPARING  FOR 
ALL-IMPORTANT  ANNIVERSARY— HER  HISTORY 
AND  HER  GROWTH. 


From  a  Correspondent  of  The  TiAies. 

r.  +1  -.n.,  Erie-  Pa.,  September  5. 

On  the  10th  of  September  next  (the.au- 
nnersary  of  one  of  the  greatest  events 
m  the  history  of  the  Northwest),  Erie  will 
begin  to  formally  observe  the  one  hundredth  > 
anniversary  of  her  existence  as  an  organized 
community  with  a  celebration  that  will  be 
worthy  of  the  occasion,  and  in  the  day  and 
details  wUl  accord  proper  recognition  to 
!the  lamous  navai  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  with  ! 
which  Ene  had  so  much  to  do  The  nro 
Igramme.  _coveging  a  period  of  Gays’ 


HER 


* 


FT 


turies  prior  had  been  alterna 
of  bloody  aboriginal  feud  and  French  and 
English  intrigue  and  warfare.  He  was  soon 
made  to  realize  that  his  task  was  no  light 
!  one — that  the  territory  so  long  in  dispute 
was  still  debatable  ground,  and  that  might 
was  to  be  yet  the  arbiter.  Mr.  Rees  and  the 
other  pioneers  who  had  come  a  little  later 
were  finally  compelled  to  postpone  until 
17-95  their  plan  of  settlement,  when,  under 
j  the  protection  of  an  armed  force,  they  sue-  , 
'  ceeded  in  establishing  a  colony  on  the  pres-  . 
ent  site  of  Erie,  with  an  organized  local  gov¬ 
ernment  and  well-matured  plans  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  city,  including  surveys  that 
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embraced  several  miles  of  streets  and 
blocks.  The  lots  were  sold  at  auction  to 
the  highest  bidder,  and  the  settlers  guaran¬ 
teed  military  protection.  But  this  was  not 
to  end  the  tribulations  of  the  hardy  pioneers. 

It  was  only  after  General  Anthony  Wayne,  ( 
in  1812-14,  had  thoroughly  cowed  and  in-  I 
timidated  the  Indians,  and,  in  conjunction 
with  Commodore  Perry,  swept  their  En¬ 
glish  allies  from  the  south  shores  of  'the 
lake,  that  anything  better  than  an  armed 
truce  was  afforded  the  first  settlers  of  Erie 
county. 

It  was  a  hardly  won  land;  but  how  glori¬ 
ous  in  its  riches  and  resources.  The 
streams  and  lakes  teemed  with  food  fish; 
the  forests  were  stocked  with  game;  the 
soil  was  a  veritable  garden  spot  in  fertility, 
and  the  climate  the  finest  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth — perhaps  in  the  world. 

Under  the  influence  of  such  undaunted 
and  resourceful  pioneers  as  Thomas  Rees. 
Rufus  S.,  Seth  and  George  W.  Reed,  David 
McNair,  George  Moore,  Martin  Strong.  Will¬ 
iam  Miles,  Samuel  Holliday,  the  Cranes, 
Judah  Colt,  the  Dunns,  Daniel  Dobbins, 
Thomas  Forster,  William  Wallace,  General  ) 
Kelso,  Captain  John  Grub,  Captain  Robert 
King  and  a  long  list  of  others,  equally  de- 
•serving  of  mention,  the  country  rapidly 
developed. 

Population  companies  early  took  an  active 
part  in  this  development,  by  securing  large 
bodies  of  land  and  locating  settlers  upon  it; 
and  this  led  eventually  to  much  litigation, 
by  reason  of  disputes  which  arose  as  to 
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priority  of  title  between  settlers  and  the 
land  companies,  because  of  a  provision  of 
the  land  law  which  recognized  the  validity 
of  title  of  any  settler  or  grantee  to  land, 
which  had  to  be  temporarily  abandoned 
by  reason  of  the  hostility  of  the  Indians. 
This  contest  of  the  land  companies  to  secure 
recognition  under  this  law  was  iong  and 
bitter  and  involved  some  valuable  tracts.  | 
It  resulted  adversely  to  the  “squatter  set-  I 
tiers,  and  many  of  them  abandoned  the  ! 
country  in  disgust  and  bitterness  of  spirit, 
and  the  fight  left  an  ugly  feeling  that  did 
not  soon  disappear. 

The  war  of  1812  necessitated  the  estab¬ 
lishing  of  a  naval  equipment  on  the  Lakes, 
and  Erie,  Pennsylvania's  only  lake  port, 
was  selected  as  the  most  desirable  site  for 
a  navy  and  shipyard;  and  it  was  in  this 
shipyard  that  the  historic  brigs,  Lawrence 
and  Niagara,  were  built,  together  with  other 
vessels  of  Commodore  Perry’s  famous  fleet 
(and  in  a  small  bay  on  the  south  shore  of  the 
peninsula  the  Niagara,  the  sole  survivor  to¬ 
day  of  all  the  vessels  that  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Lake  Erie,  lies  on  the  sandy  bot¬ 
tom,  in  fair  preservation,  and  visible  to  the 
eye).  The  arrival  of  the  ship  builders,  sail¬ 
ors  and  naval  officers  gave  the  young  settle¬ 
ment  of  Erie  an  impetus,  and  this  was  a 
little  later  added  to  by  the  arrival  of  a  body 
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if1  fleet  then  under  con- 
thii.  period  the  growth  of 
>mimmity  was-  substantial,  never  ap¬ 
proximating  a  ‘  boom”  in  magnitude,  but 
never  seriously  interrupted.  From  the  date 
I  0‘  'be  establishment  If  a  navy  yard  at  Erie, 
in .1812,  the  station  was  continuously  main- 
'  ”*lno'1  until  1S25,  wjiien  it  was  abandoned, 
fh  e  ronly  United  Stares  war  vessel  now  on 
the  Fakes,  the  old  iron  steamer  Michigan, 
i  has  always  had  her  headquarters  at  this 
port,  as  also  had  the  revenue  cutter  Perry, 
until  1893,  when  she  was  transferred  to  the 
^ .  ring  Sea  station  to  protect  the-  seal  fish¬ 
eries. 


,  E.rie  Harbor  ranks  as  the  finest  natural 
harbor  on  the  Lakes,  and  Presque  Isle  Bay, 
aside  from  its  material  advantage  to  com¬ 
merce,  is  a  very  handsome  body  of  water 
and  is  a  favorite  resort  of  pleasure  seekers,’ 
affording  fine  yachting  and  excellent  fishing. 
The  Erie  Yacht  Club  has  a  very  complete 
ub  house  on  the  bay,  .and  its  members  owa 
a  smart  fleet  of  sailing  and  steam  yachts, 
some  of  which  float  champion  flags.'  Most 
of  the  boats  are  of  latest  modern  construc¬ 
tion,  and  include  “fin-keels”  and  “Brownie” 
fjPjf  the  bea<i  of  the  bay  is  located 
lovely  Massassauga  Point,  with  its  beauti¬ 
fully  wooded  parks,  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  pleasure  resorts  In  the  State.  It  is  • 
yearly  visited  by  thousands  of  pleasure  seek-  • 
ers  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  first  class  hotel  accommodations, 
there  is  a  band  and  orchestra  to  furnish  i 
music  for  lawn  concerts  and  the  big  danc-  i 
ing  pavilion.  The  attractions  include  boat-  " 
ing,  fishing,  surf  bathing,  water  toboggan¬ 
ing  and  various  other  waterside  amusem¬ 
ents.  Just  east  of  Massassauga  Point  is 
r..ra£y  £?mt’  occuPied  by  the  Sommerheim 
Club.  There  is  a  large  club  house,  pier,  ro¬ 
mantic  glens,  deep  forest,  and  much  native 
wildness.  The  dining  hall  has  an  appetiz¬ 
ing  menu  for  those  who  are  lucky  enough  to 
be  guests  of  the  club.  A  little  further  east 
on  a  wooded  bluff,  overlooking  the  bay  and 
lake,  is  the  Kahkwa  Boat  and  Social  Club's 
handsome  house  and  grounds.  In  addition 
to  these,  are  Eaglehurst  and  the  Cascade 
Club,  each  occupying  attractive  houses 
with  sylvau  surroundings,  overlooking  the 
bay  The  Grove  House  Park,  is  another 
public  resort  just  east  of  the  city,  with  at¬ 
tractive  surroundings  and  good  hotel  ac¬ 
commodations.  fine  fishing,  boating  and  bath¬ 
ing.  Thus  Erie  has  become  essentially  a 
pleasure-Joving  community. 


But  not  to  the  extent  that  her  citizens  no-  1 
gleet  business,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  de- 
velopment .  of  her  business  interests.  The 
nke  shipping  0f  Erie  has  been  important 

Tt  ciays  of  the  lake  trade; 

ut  the  palmiest  period  was  during  the 
active  business  life  of  the  late  Rufus  S 
Reed,  who  conducted  the  most  extensive  in¬ 
dividual 'shipping  interests  on  the  lakes 
and  in  addition  to  owning  and  operating  a 

arifnenoT8DTenrfilinS  vessels’  established 
fn  the  thirt  !  d  d  passenSer  steamers  that 
in  the  thirties  were  rated  as  the  swiftest  I 
and  best  equipped  boats  on  the  lakes  Thev  ' 
were  frequently  sailed  out  of  port  with  : 

nasspno-pr  list  of  o  -  ,  .  p  1L 


^  out  or  port  with 

passenger  l.st  of  a  thousand,  in  addition  to 
a  valuable  cargo  of  freight.  Three  of  th4e 
passenger  steamers  entered  TnVf  ,  , 

from  Erie  every  week,  ^in  those  dTvs 

no  harbor  on  the  L-ose  aajs 

life  and  activity.  ®  esented  more 


a  cheap  out 
way  of  Eri 
of  those  tin- 


The  year  Jt»40  marked  an  epoch  In  the  I 
history  of  fhe  port  trade,  when  the  Erie 
canal  was  queued,  and  the  immense  fields  j 
of  coal  in  t  he  interior  of  the  State  found  i 
t  for  the  Western  markets  by  j  “ 
harbor.  In  the  wild  dreams  • 
— es  a  fever  of  speculation  devel-  r,- 
oped.  Erie  ,  was  destined  to  become  a  great  j 
commercial  Inart,  and  improvements  and  pro- 
jects  were  planned  on  a  metropolitan  scale.  ’ 
The  most  extensive  dock  improvements  were 
projected  ajid  many  of  them  carried  out. 
Laud  value!  in  the  city  were  advanced  rap¬ 
idly.  and  raiere  is  no  telliug  what  would 
have  been  the  outcome  of  it  all.  if  a  money 
panic  had  not.  at  this  time  seized  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  brought  disaster  to  all  those  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  speculation.  Later,  when  the 
Erie  canal  was  abaudoned,  a  serious  blow  . 
was  dealt  to  the  shipping  interests  of  Erie, 
and  its  vicissitudes  since  that  time  have  not 
been  often  on  the  side  of  fortune,  until  they 
were  consolidated. 

Erie’s  present  day  vessel  interests  are  ’ 
quite  important,  approximating  a  cash  value i 
of  $3,000,000.  and  embrace  the  boats  of  the 
Anchor  Line,  a  fleet  of  eighteen  steamers: 
the  McBrler  Line,  of  three  fine  steam  car¬ 


riers,  and  the  Erie  Dock  and  Transportation 
Company  s  fleet  of  lake  and  canal  carriers, 
running  between  Erie  and  New  York. 

The  Anchor  Line  handles  all  the  grain 
brought  to  the  porflind  aiFpackage  freight^ 
carried  from  Erie.  Their  boats  ply  between 
Erie  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Duluth, 
j  Three  large  elevators  handle  the  grain  which  1 
is  shipped  for  the  East  by  the  Philadei- 
,  pliia  and  Erie  Railroad.  They  also  have  im¬ 
mense  freight  houses  covering  many  acres 
which  are  used  to  handle  and  store  the 
j  Moi-mous  volume  of  package  freight  and  ’ 
flour  shipped  East  and  West  over  their 
■j  line. 

|  Second  in  importance  in  harbor  trade  is  I 
the  handling  of  iron  ore.  The  Carnegie  I 
Company  operates  three  large  wharves,  I 
fitted  out  with  Brown  hoists  and  all  the  i 
J  latest  modern  appliances  for  the  economic 
|  handling  of  iron  ore,  which  is,  brought  down  ; 
j  the  Lakes  to  be  shipped  over  the  Erie  and 
Pittsburg  Railroad  to  the  Pittsburg  fur¬ 
naces  and  manufacturers.  The  Pittsburg 
docks  for  the  handling  of  iron  ore  arc  im¬ 
mense  in  their  capacity,  and  are  operated 
by.  the  Erie  and  Pittsburg  Road.  They  have 
every  modern  improvement  for  the  quick 
dispatch  of  trade,  and  are  one  of  the  most 
important  series  of  docks  on  the  Lakes. 


the  coal  trade  at  this  port  is  represented 
by  the  W.  L.  Scott  Company,  the  largest 
-  shippers  on  the  Lakes,  and  the  Panhandle 
Coal  Company.  The  W.  L.  Scott  Company 
ship  about  600,000  tons  of  coal  each  season, 
ij  the  lumber  trade  is  handled  bv  schooji- 
I  ers  and  tramp  steamers,  and  there  is  from 
y  10,000,000  to  15,000,000  feet  handled  at  the 
docks.  Much  of  it  is  shipped  South, 
i-i  The  Erie  Dock  and  Transportation  Corn- 
1  pany,  backed  by  H.  F.  Watson,  the  big 
»  Paper  manufacturer,  is  in  the  carrying  trade. 

between  Erie  and  New-  Y'ork.  It  is  the 
j  pioneer  lake  and  canal  line,  and  carries 
,  freight  unbroken  through  to  the  East,  and 
brings  supplies  for  the  paper  mill  from  the 
East. 

Erie’s  lake  fish  industry  is  the  most  impor- 
J  tent  on  the  Lakes,  and  does  an  immense 
j  business,  shipping  thousands  of  tons  of  fish 
every  year.  The  catch  some  years  exceeds 
12,000.000  pounds,  in  which  there  is  em- 
l  ployed  a  fleet  of  twenty-eight  steam  and 
'  fourteen  sail  vessels,  and  500  men. 
j  The  total  imports  for  1894  at  this  port  > 
of  grain  were  17,807,862  bushels:  merchan¬ 
dise,  169,5S4,533  pounds;  iron  ore,  64S.62S 
I  tons. 
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~Tfie~harbor  is  tteTerminus  three  rail¬ 
roads— the  Philadelphia  and  Erie,  the  Erie 
and  Pittsburg  and  Pittsburg,  Shenango  and 
Lake  Erie.  The  Lake  Shore  and  thte  Nickel 
Plate  Roads  also  pass  through  the  city. 

In  the  development  of  her  railroad  inter¬ 
ests  Erie  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  incur  tha 
ill-will  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  these 
corporations,  through  the  antagonisms  aris¬ 
ing  from  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 
proper  policy  to  be  pursued  in  the  uniting 
of  two  of  the  minor  corporations  in  which  the 
city  held  an  interest.  In  the  earlier  days  of 
railroading  the  public  mind  had  not  yet  ac¬ 
corded  to  railroad  corporations  the  auto¬ 
cratic  power  they  have  since  asserted  in 
the  management  of  their  property,  and' when 
the  attempt  was  made  in  1853  to  change  the 
gauge  of  the  line  leading  east  ,  from  Erie  to 


Perform  "to  that  of  the  ro^d  running  to 
Cleveland,  making  the  two  roads  practically 
'one  line,  and  Erie  only  a  way  station,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  important  transfer  point  her 
citizens  had  calculated,  there  was  war.  The 
tracks  were  torn  up  and  every  obstacle,  both 
legal  or  lawless,  -was  placed  in  the  way  ot 
the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  in  view. 
This  conflict  was  carried  on  for  two  yeaisv 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  railroad 
companies  won,  the  small  roads  were  united, 
and  the  Lake  Shore  through  line  were  estab¬ 
lished.  The  bad  blood  stirred  up  by  that 
conflict  affected  local  politics  and  business 
for  many  years,  and  to  this  day  the  Lake 
Shore  Road,  although  deriving  a  large 
trade  from  Erie,  is  very  chary  of  her  local 


anti  can  apparently  nurse  a  grudge' 
a  long  series  of  years.  As  a  result 
p  pa  rent  coolness  to  Erie,  the  city 
officials  are  not  particularly  enthusiastic  in 
granting  the  occasional  favors  the  corpora¬ 
tion  asks  for  at  the  hands  of  the  city. 

,  The  local  situation  in  relation  to  all  the 
other  roads  is  that  of  mutual  friendship 
and  good  feeling.  But  the  “railroad  war’’ 
in  Erie  is  one  of  the  local  events  that  has 
still  to  be  handled  with  gloves,  for  fear  of 
touching  a  tender  spot. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  city’s  history 
great  things  were  expected  from  the  pos¬ 
session  of  such  a  grand  natural  harbor,  and 
it  was  a  generally  accepted  proposition  that 
lake  trade  would  necessarily  come  to  the 
port  without  much  local  effort.  It  was  only 
after  Cleveland  and  Buffalo  had  outstripped 
her  in  lake  commerce  that  Erie  realized 
what  was  wropg  with  her  harbor  theory, 
and  that  Buffalo,  nearer  thh  Eastern  mar¬ 
ket.  was  handling  the  freight  that  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  come  to  Pennsylvania's  only  lake 
port. 

About  1860  manufacturing  began  to  at¬ 
tract  the  attention  of  local  business  inter¬ 
ests.  It  was  quickly  demonstrated  that  if 
our  location  was  not  just  right  to  secure  a 
commanding  position  in  the  lake  trade,  it 
was  especially  adapted  for  manufacturing 
cheaply  in  both  metals  and  wood.  Near  to 
I  the  great  coal  fields,  with  direct  comruuni- 
|  cation  on  the  one  hand  and  cheap  carrying 
facilities  from  the  great  iron  mines  of  the 
Superior  region  on  the  other,  gave  ideal  con¬ 
ditions.  From  a  modest  beginning,  with  one 
or  two  small  engine  and  boiler  constructing 
plants  in  1S60,  Erie  had  become  in  1892  the 
leading  engine  and  boiler  manufacturing  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  world,  and  her  products  had  found 
a  market  in  every  country  of  the  globe 
.There  are  over  a  dozen  firms  in  Erie  engaged 
in  the  production  of  engines  and  boilers  I 
and  many  of  the  plants  cover  acres  of  i 
ground.  -The  Pennsylvania  Boiler  Works  of 
Erie,  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best-equipped 
institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  United  Stages 
In  ISoO  Mr.  Fred  Jarecld  started  a  very  mod¬ 
est  brass  works;  in  1895  he  is  the  head  of 
the  Jarecki  Manufacturing  Company  who 
_own  ami  operate  a  plant  for  the  manufact-  I 
ure  of  brass  and  plumbers'  goods  thaFTsM 
,  'T1,uout  a  rival  in  size,  equipment  and  vol-  I 
i  '*me  of  Production.  Two  other  concerns  in  ' 

*  °  f*me  ^rac*e  tiave  also  grown  from 

small  beginnings  to  commanding  positions 
In  the  manufacture  of  stoves  and  hollow 
|  ware  the  Erie  product  finds  a  market  all 
I  -r’uir  *the,  aml  five  Plants,  employing  4 

,0°  „to,  i'000  men-  have  grown  up  from 
small  beginnings  in-  the  past  quarter  of  a  ' 
(•entury.  They  represent  a  capital  of  $400,-  * 
*p,d  have  an  annual  product  of  from  i! 
j  $700,000  to  $1,000,000.  pi 

Eiie*  brewing  and  malting  interests  roo- 
resent  a  capital  of  $850,000  and  an  annual  ! 
product  of  over  $1,000,000. 

Two  extensive  piano  factories  employ  300 
men  and  had  an  output  in  1894  of  $550,000. 

sjTfi®  h.as  *J*e  0,1]7  factory  in  the  United  . 
States  for  the  production  of  a  chemical  :i 
ble.u-h  extensively  used  in  this  country,  but 
which  was  all  imported  prior  to  the  estab¬ 
lishing  of  these  works,  which  are  on  a  very 
extensive  scale.  y  :• 

JrVLfT  fIivprsit?  I"  local  manufac- 
tu res.  1  hey  represent  «  „  ...  - 

$12,000,000,  and  an  avera^  J,  ?pital  of 

of  over  $15, COO, 000,  and  gjVe  S!  pr<^.uet 

between  6.000  and  8.000  men.  AP  peculiarity 

n,  Fries  manufactories  is  that  there  is  no 

one  concern  or  special  product  that  over 

soadows  the  others  in  local  importance 


They  an  developed  from  small  beginnings 
land  slender  capital,  and  most  of  them  an  in 
j  tiiis  centennial  year  on  a  very  seenn  mid 
1  substantial  basis,  and  are  leading  concerns 
of  their  kind. 


manufacturing  centre  to  the  remarkably  low 
cost  of  living,  and  to  the  fact  that  all  kinds 
of  raw  material  meet  at  this  point  for  trans¬ 
shipment— the  iron  ore  and  lumber  of  the 
Northwest,  and  the  coal  and  coke  of  the 
Shenango  Valley— and  it  is  scientific  econ¬ 
omy  to  turn  them  into  finished  product  at 
this  point  to  save  the  profit-eating  expense 
of  trans-shipment  and  double  handling. 
Stiange  as  it  may  seem,  although  Frie  is  a 
large  consumer  of  pig  iron,  not  a  pound  is 
produced  here.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
lately  that  pig  iron  can  be  made  in  Erie  35 
cents  a  ton  cheaper  than  in  the  great  nig 
iron  producing  centre,  the  Shenango  Valiev 
Me  would  have  had  a  blast  furnace  in 


operation  but  for  the  instability  of  the  iron 
market  for  the  past  three  years,  which 
j  lendered  the  investment  of  so  large  a  capi- 
i  ta!  ,a  matter  of  considerable  risk  at  this 
critical  period.  All  indications  point  to’ 

[  Erie’s  becoming  one  of  the  chief  industrial 
centres  of  the  world  in  the  not  very  distant 
future. 

But  this  favored  locality  is  not  absolutely 
dependent  upon  manufacturing  growth  for 
prosperity.  Possessing  a  large  area  of  fer¬ 
tile  soil  and  a  rare  climate,  Erie  county  has 
not  only  been  able  to  supply  her  large  home 
market  with  the  choicest  products  of  the 
soil,  but  is  an  extensive  shipper  to  the  out-  ! 
side  markets.  And  herein  lies  the  local 
business  stability  and  immunity  from  serious 
industrial  disturbance.  It  is  pretty  gener¬ 
ally  admitted  by  commercial  men  that  no 
community  that  was  liable  to  be  disas¬ 
trously  influenced  by  the  depression  of  the  I 
past  two  years,  showed  less  of  its  effects  i 
than  the  “Gem  City  of  the  Lakes." 

Iu  the  matter  of  small  fruit  and  grape  j 
growing,  one  small  town  in  the  county,  i 
North  East,  last  year  shipped  450  carloads  ! 
of  grapes  to  the  outside  markets,  besides  l 
furnishing  a  large  local  market.  The  county 
is  eually  prolific  in  the  production  of  all  the  * 
small  fruits.  Erie  county  butter  and  cheese 
is  also  a  prime  favorite,  and  that  more  of  it  ' 
does  not  find  its  way  to  the  Eastern  market 
is  because  home  consumers  prefer  it  even 
to  the  famed  Chautauqua  county  product. 


For  over  fifty  years  Erie  maintained  ‘a 
btieet  market  that  almost  assumed  the  pro- 
portions  of  a  fair.  It  was  held  three  times 
a  week,  and  was  the  resort  of  most  of  the 
I  householders  of  the  city,  who,  from  long 
custom,  had  learned  its  value  in  furnishing 
crisp  and  fresh  produce  at  a  very  small 
com.  it  was  equally  the  wonder  of  visitin" 
strangers  who  had  never  seen  its  like- 
Thousands  of  dollars  changed  hands  on  every 
market  day.  The  market  was  permitted  to 


I  be  held  on  the  principal  business  street,  and  , 
the  over-fastidious  criticised  it  as  unsightly  t 
and  provincial.  But  it  had  as  its  friends  { 
even  the  State  street  merchants,  who  knew  f 
its  value  in  drawing  trade  to  the  city.  Pub-  ;k, 
lie  sentiment  was  strong  in  its  favor,  and.  t  ■ 
although  the  subject  of  its  abolition  was 
discussed  by  the  city  officials,  so  strong  £ 
was  it  in  popular  favor  that  it  was  not  serf-  5 
ously  considered  until  this  spring,  when  the  S; 
City  Councils,  amid  a  storm  of  protest,  O 
passed  an  ordinance  abolishing  it.  Trade  KW 
had  grown  up  around  it,  and  as  soon  as  it  |t  ^ 
was  abolished  various  localities  oegan  the  i. 


r 


. 


>P0 


-n 


ery 

ition 


titon. 


SOU 


erno< 


ond 


sion 


irst 


terns 


mn 


nners 


an: 


chill 


lutir 


CENTRAL  SCHOOL,  CORNER  OF  ELEVENTH  AND  SASSAFRAS  STREETS 


i  construction  of  55Fket  Houses,  wife  a  view 
to  dr.iwing  that  trade.  Inside  oc  a  month 
I  there  were  three  market  bouses  under  waj  , 
and  to  day  Erie  has  four  fine  market  houses. 

I  one  of  them  costing  $50,000,  in  "kith  mal 
!  bet  it  held  almost  daily.  The  city  is  sur- 
'  rounded  by  fine  market  gardens,  and  the 
raising  of  market  t  ruck  is  a  business  m 

Whic5”«a5y"  TanTniesTiave'Tnade  a  compe¬ 
tency,  and  have  been  able  to  retire,  while 
others  have  accumulated  capital  with  winch 
to  go  into  business. 

One  of  the  public  institutions  of  which 
Erie  is  justly  proud  is  the  Soldiers  and 
Sailors’  Home.  It  is  located  ou  the  historic 
°-arrison  ground,  near  where  General  An¬ 
thony  Wayne  was  buried.  Wayne's  monu¬ 
ment  is  a  reproduction  on  the  original  site, 
of  the  block  house,  in  which  he  died  in  lT9o. 
In  1809  his  remains  were  removed  to  his 
old  home  at  Radnor,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  State.  An  incident  connected  with  the 
removal  of  the  remains  that  is  not  gener¬ 
ally  known  is  that  the  body  had  begun  to 
petrify,  and  when  Dr.  Wallace  exhumed  it, 
expecting  to  find  only  the  bones,  which  were 
the  only  part  that  could  be  moved  so  far, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  transportation  facili¬ 
ties,  he  was  astonished  to  find  the  body  in 
a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  he  had  to 
separate  the  flesh  and  reinter  all  but  the 
bon°s  The  relatives  did  uot  know  until 
long  afterwards  of  the  condition  _  ot  the 
body  or  they  would  not  have  permitted  its 
removal,  as  a  boiling  process  had  to  be  re¬ 
sorted  to  in  order  to  complete  the  work. 
The  old  grave  is  carefully  kept,  and  on 
Decoration  Day  is  remembered  and  hand¬ 
somely  decorated. 

In  the  matter  of  public  institutions  Erie 
is  especially  proud  of  her  fryLhospnals.  the 


Olamot  and  St.  Vincent  s,  obth  of  wb  A« 
managed  with  all  the  care,  and  skill  that 
medical  science  and  expert  iViirse  seivice 
are  capable  of.  They  are  both  undergoing 
material  enlargement,  and  w  hen  the  im¬ 
provements  are  completed  there  will  be  few 
i  finer  hospitals  in  the  State. 

Erie's  public  school  system  is  managed 
i  with  the  utmost  liberality  in  the  provision  of 
buildings  and  the  best  modern  facilities. 
One  of  the  impressive  sights  of  the  city 
is"  the  school  building  architecture,  which 
is  unexcelled  by  any  city  of  the  size  m  the 

Erie's  residence  streets,  vrith  their  mag¬ 
nificent  lawns,  modern  residences  and 
I  wealth  of  shade  trees,  give  many  of  the 
/thoroughfares  the  appearance  of  well-kept 
parks.  It  is  a  matter  of  general  comment 
that  to  properly  appreciate  the  magnificence 
of  the  city  it  is  necessary  to  take  a_dmT 
through  Its  principal  residence  avenues, 
which  are  the  equal  of  any  to  be  found  in 
the  larger  cities. 

In  looking  over  the  past  century  of  her 
existence  Erie  can  feel  reasonably  proud  of 
her  achievements  and  her  position,  and  if 
the  next  century  fulfills  the  present  promise 
of  future  development,  Erie’s  trade  and 
commerce  will  be  an  important  factor  in 
pushing  Pennsylvania  to  the  premier  posi¬ 
tion  among  the  States  of  the  Union,  a  posi- 
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tion  she  will  occupy  before  the  first  quarter 
of  the  new  century  has  passed. 

An  event  of  great  local  import  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Erie  was  the  visit  of  General  Lafay¬ 
ette  in  the  summer  of  1825.  His  stay  was 
made  the  occasion  of  great  festivity.  One 
of  the  notable  features  was  an  open-a’-r 
banquet  from  an  elevated  place  overlooking 
the  lake.  The  canvas  mof  covering  the  site 
of  the  banquet  was  made  from  sails  oi  the 
captured  British  vessels  taken  in  the  battle 
of  Lake  Erie 
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tHIE  CITY  HALL, 


The  assembling  of  Perry’s  fleet  at  Erie 
for  its  first  cruise,  August*^,  1S13.  fresh 
fiom  the  jaras,  was  the  first  time  that  the  ' 
stars  and  stripes  had  an  adequate  armed 
protection  on  the  lakes. 

W  lien  Commodore  Perry,  together  with 
the  naval  officers  of  the  British  fleet  as 
rrTihlnnT’  arrived  in  Erie  after  the 
aL,,Uu]  }’prr.v  requested  that  no 
noisy  demonstration  be  indulged  in.  out  of 
a  feeling  of  courtesy  for  his  unfoitunate  i 
prisoners.  _It  is  related  that _as  much  as  they 


respected  and  honored  Commodore  Perry 
Erie’s  citizens  could  not  keep  their  enthusi¬ 
asm  bottled. 

■  Erie  has  a  very  complete  and  efficient  paid 
1  Fire  Department,  embracing  six  steamers 
sir.  hose  companies,  a  chemical  engine  hook 
and  ladder  truck.  The  hose  wagons  are 
j  equipped  with  light  ladders  and  chemical  ex- 
jtingmshers. 

/  The  new  City  Hall  is  an  up-to-date  struct¬ 
ure,  and  would  be  a  credit  to  anv  city  of 
three  times  Erie’s  population. 
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arranged  by  a  committee  or  he  p 

The  celebration  °peI?  evening  with 
Opera  House  on  »efn^nE  Wil- 
vocal  music  and  fethe  best-known 
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“S'Affi.  beginning  ot  the 
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To  Celebrate 


the  ancient  and  historic  I 

BOROUGH  WILL  HAVE  ITS  CEN= 
TENNIAL  ON  TUESDAY. 


Hade  Famous  by  the  Presence  of 
Washington  and  Lafayette— A 
Street  Parade,  ITusic,  Addresses, 
Sports  and  an  Exhibition  to  Be 
the  Features  of  the  Day. 


THE  borough  of  Waterford,  in  Er 
county,  Pa.,  is  little  known  m  the 
eastern  end  of  the  State.  It  is  situa¬ 
ted  on  the  line  of  the  Philadelphia 

and  Erie  Railroad,  and  is  distant  four¬ 
teen  miles  from  the  city  of  Erie,  i 
nestles  in  a  strictly  agricultural  dis¬ 
trict  and  is  one  of  the  prettiest  little 
towns  in  the  county.  ^ 

can  claim  honors  unequaled  by  other 

more  important  towns,  and  at  its  cen 
tennial  celebration  on  Tuesday  next 


Hon.  WUHani  Benson. 

seventeenth  century  was  l^a|,riea 

lyaa„“e  “?  tU  skill  with 

the  bow  and  arrow.  .  rv  King  James, 

A^a  matterofhstoiw  King  ^  the 
the  f if.nd  thePlymouth  companies  in 
_^»Hferys  patent  in  Mj^cp 
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OLI>  BLOCK  K0CSE  AT|0Tr  LE110ECF; 
(From  an  Oil  Pair, tins  UeU.n«ni„  to  r  - - 


talnbfights  anti  privileges  to  a  «frin  nf 

mouth rnf  'o'0  miles  wide  from  the 
’aro  Lf*Ca?re  Fear  Rlver>  in  North 

nd  from  Hallfax'  ln  Nova  Scotia, 
Ocean  Trthe  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  . 

,  coverv  ofPrAance’.  frQ?  the  first  dis- 
idle  ar.Q  K  America,  had  not  been  an 

tlous  Pof  tat°r'<  She’  t00’  was  ambi- 
"  „  °f  omPire.  This  led  to  the 

Le  Moni  by  King  of  France  to 
eiVtt  of  Frenchman,  the  sover- 

forti^h  fiohfnentlre  country  from  the 
},°  the  forty-sixth  degree  of 

ing  to  1fltItiI1r?e'  The  suSgestion  lead- 

Valiev  of  fhI0^-0t,C^na<3a  with  tfce 
the  estahH=a  Mlssissippi  resulted  in 

or  forts  as  ^ent  °,?  milltary  posts 
■r-,r  rorts  as  a  security  against  the 

mentsShonathd  thelr  advancing  settle- 
leghenies.  eastern  slope  of  the  Al- 

w  °snLe°Boiof  • thus  established 
attacked®  end wi1: ici1  m  after  years  was 
diansk  dlt  wa  d®str°yed  by  the  In- 
-it  was  during  the  existence 

iWaterford  tthLPrt  at  Le  Boeuf’  now  j 
visited  i-h  th  *  Georffe  Washington  I 
visited  the  post  on  his  first  mission  r 

mnorr  Dinvfi^i1  ins*rac;tion  from  Gov-  I 

■he  F^nch  dofl?;  °f  Virginia'  While  : 
rench  officers  were  holding  a 


Joseyli  I,.  McKay. 


f  rs3r 

-honty  and  instructions  he  had  In' 

terrftor  yf  ®a  n<i  ‘  ask  ing  Britai^!i 

(Deaceable  departure^  Tho  nrT'6  a 
swer  he  got  was  timi-  oniy  an- 

visit  would  be  common®  °b+je,ct  of  his 
Marquis  Duquesne  Thi  a  et  to  the 
ring  times  after  th-  rhtre  were  stir-  ■ 
PSrfd'tt  1700  Ma-  I 
took  possession  _of  Presqte isi/^w  j 

TTvi  a  n  XI _ 


.  — - -  — now  i 

Ei ig,  and  thrGG  VGar^  iq+a».  0  ,  , 

of  peace  was  siJf  a  treaty 


- -  «r  caps  larpr 

of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris. 
Later  on  the  English  built 
block  house”  at  Waterford 


;S. 

ilt  the  old 
>rd,  which 


'  '  -  ?£ 


“l  tbe  Legislature.  He  also  laid 

Isiotn®  tov^s  of  Waterford,  the  Lez- 
slature  afterwards  ratifvin°-  hfs 

;  po”Si  i"1?3 

years  In  t»  f,  boroug’h.  Thirtv-five 
which  n  th  the  old  ‘‘block  house " 

part  of  a  hot^eantiT  was  used  as’a 

The  ‘  '  was  destroyed  by  fire 

as  a  relic  unoccupied  at  present!  and 
neglected  TfS™S  t0  have  been  sadly 
md  hr6di,  Il  1S  overSi’own  with  trees 

o?  he  foSundanHohe\e  and  tb-e  some 
posed  to vtew  *  St°neS  are  Sti11  ex‘ 

About  the  time  of  Waterford's  in 
corporation  the  town  did  AT  ?  ln~ 

I  business  Tt  le  lown  did  a  thriving 
1  navigation  h  tWaS  then  the  head  of 
and  the  lake  Beef  the  °hio  RA'er 
OWorUn  rtto  FUfsburg8  andronbdownhthee 
Orleans111^  AMlSS1Sflppi  rivers  to  New 

P&.  MOwSS  betweeenf  WaLS 
of  donPe  “fthf’  oaiddht0  this  day  a  Part  1 

‘S«fh»  *  “  i&zwsg 

ThelhreeSi“?  3?V 2CBS 
Sa  Ee-nso"  ln  h<a  finfa 

boat  Tf  r  th  the  transportation  by 

were  no  Si  thatv,  the  boatmen 
f  o-nt  ®  paid  m  cash-  Instead  they 
I  O  t  one  barrel  fnr_every  eight  carried^ 


old  German  had  been  running  tor 
the  eighth  barrel,  and  becoming  dis¬ 
satisfied  demanded  the  tenljt,  harre 
In  payment.  “Well,  all  right,,  said 
the  contractor,  “have  it  so.  J-  am 
agreed.”  But  when  the  German  be- 
ban  unloading,  rolling  out  the  tent 
barrel  for  himself  and  setting  the 
others  aside,  he  exclaimed  with  ap¬ 
parently  much  astonishment.  Bj 
Jimminy!  that’s  the  first  I  knowed  as 
eight  was  more  as  ten.” 

Waterford  has  just  recovered  from 
a  fire  which  in  March  last  destroyed 
about  one-half  of  -the  business  por¬ 
tion  of  the  town.  In  place  of  the  old 
frame  structures  the  enterprising 
business  men  have  reared  a  fine  row 
of  brick  stores,  a  representation  of 
which  appears  in  this  article.  The 
town’s  centennial  comes  at  an  appro¬ 
priate  time,  for  with  it  the  merchants 
can  celebrate  the  completion  of  the 
Tel  bfock  of  stores.  While  the  town  is 
'  said  to  be  slow  in  some  things  it  has 
displayed  much  activity  and  enter¬ 
prise  in  rebuilding.  This  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  merchants, 
whom  may  be  mentioned  Joseph  L. 
McKay  M.  M.  Davis,  F.  E.  Ensworth, 


be  a  street  parade,  in  which  the  bor¬ 
ough  officials,  the  business  men,  fire¬ 
men  and  school  children  will  take  j 
part  At  2  P.  M.  Hon.  E.  A.  Walling,  ! 
of  Erie,  will  deliver  the  centennial 
oration  in  the  Public  Park,  and  a  j 
chorus  of  100  voices,  under  the  direc-  j 
tlon  of  Levant  Davis,  will  sing  pa-  j 
triotic  songs.  At  3  o’clock  there  will  I 
be  sports  on  the  diamond  and  in  the  i 
evening  the  town  will  illuminate.  A  i 
feature  of  the  celebration  will  be  [ 
the  historical  exhibition  in  the  Aca-  | 
demy  Building.  This  will  include  i 
relics  rare  and  valuable,  such  as  the 
bed  upon  which  Marquis  De  LaFayette 
slept  while  in  Waterford,  a  silver  j 
drinking  cup  used  by  George  Wash-  j 
ington  during  his  travels,  the  first  j 
piano  in  Waterford,  a  copy  of  the  ; 
original  charter  of  the  borough,  an¬ 
cient  documents,  and  old-fashioned  J 
kitchen  reproduced,  complete  in  all  de- 
tails,  with  the  original  utensils  as  used 
nearly  a  hundred  years  ago. 

The  day’s  events  will  no  doubt  be  ■ 
long  remembered  as  the  most  interest-  ■ 
ing  in  the  history  of  the  village. 


SITE  OF  THE  OL  D 

T.  Whitney  and  others.  Judge  Wil-| 
liam  Benson  was  prompt  in  rebuilding 
his  banking  house,  and  he  can  now 
lav  claim  to  having  one  of  the  finest 
banks  of  any  of  the  small  towns  in 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  Two  ot 
the  oldest  citizens  who  have  been  con¬ 
tributing  much  to  Waterford  s  prog¬ 
ress  are  Pierpont  Judson  and  J.  L- 
Cook.  Both  were  early  settlers,  the 
former  having  conducted  the  hotel  for 
which  the  old  fort  was  a  part.  An¬ 
other  Waterfordian,  full  of  vim  and 
business  tact,  is  Edgar  P.  Benson, who 
is  associated  with  his  father  m  the 
banking  business  and  is  part  owner 
In  the  Central  Roller  Mills. 

The  big  day  of  the  celebration  is 
Tuesday.  In  the  morning,  there  will 


BI.OCIC  HOUSE.  — i 

"y  .  peninsula  Title. 

There  is  considerable  conflicting  opinion 
BS  to  wherein  the  title  to  the  peninsula 
ies  This  has  been  brought  about  by 
recent  discussion  of  the  matter  and  possi¬ 
bly  one  of  the  most  clear  expositions  of 
the  case  so  far  published  appears  in  the 
••Ramblers’  Etch  ngs”  in  the  Dispatch 
this  morning,  by  Judge  Galhra^^^ 
From  what  the  judge  says  the  title  is. 
equally  vested  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  tho  United  States.  A  careful 

search  of  the  records  has  been  made  by 

. .  -  —  _ -  — 
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F]°eh,‘rty’  rurnisiies  to 
*?. J T h  Wl  Cbe  Dot«k  cohering  the 
and  r  JZt0aFUT  ^  Th«»  *<>te8 
PieehartvT  3  C°Pias  ,,la!ie  bJ'  Capt. 
all  laws  un  t  m°St  eT*UStive  acd  aoyer 

and  re  ere;  ^  TCDt  aI1  de«d« 
cee  to  theroeninsula.  Bv  the 
act  of  February  4th  is«q 

p»—  ».  JXT'Z'SmzT. 

34  n  ?!  d  is  rHCOrded  1°  deed  book 

K  ^'cord  l?tZ?X7TfSrf  date 

iccordanoe  with  the  ’act  of  wT 

tsz  nr* out,ot  n°-  *  4 

br*rE'T~l 

fH,  voi.  61,  pSge  47o  t  See  pateufc  book 
with  this  ►  '  n  accordance  also 

fc  of  assembly  of  May  n  i87i 

being  drawn  July  17  1,  ’  the  (!tea  1 

With  the  *  7  ’  18  -1*  ln  accordance 

Wlta  the  act,  conveying  6U  titi  , 

of  present  int  *  Principal  clause 

present  interest  reads- 

Imay^babe/ag  ”“•»  »'  »«* 

!t0  said  Marine  H^tal^  la?d  grantad 
.October  18,  A  D  iruq  y„patorit  dated 
M  by  the  United  St!r  ’  *  “>  be 

,be  in  its  present  condition "LTonW  7 

the  purposes  of  n ^  „ aa  0nJ7  for 

[tlm  protection  of  the3  blZ7  Tev* 

hoof  of  said  Uriited7StPt0Peif  U*e  and  be~ 

owS;taSlLi:abe(sobi“‘  «•  **° 

of  Pennsylvania  anH  th110n  °f  the  ®tate 

state  of  PenSriwnu  l ConseDt  of  the 

suoh  transfer  of  title  nn\S  J;ereby  giveD  to 

and  under  the  limitatioifs^b  th®  purposes 
mentioned.  tIons  herein  before 

The  deed  does  not  have  th,a  , 

Judge  Galbraith  „  „  thls  cIause- 

1871  and  thlt  68  the  etatut«^  of 

.  and  that  possession  was  taker,  , 
the  United  States  government  -  7 
to  1886.  However  ifth-  previ0Us 

statutes  so  state  wh  ^  ^  S°’  and  the 
have  an  act  pass’ea  J  *  necas3at'y  *o  , 

Such  an  act  was  passed  as^a  rider^  t^ 

I  appropriation  bill,  August  5  1886  r  I 
Cong.  Record,  49th  Congress  L  96  ’ 
page  3790.)  it  was  *  6®8*  lsfc  ses-  ! 

advocated  by  Hon.  Win  r°  0°^  &m 
was  for  tbe  ’  Soott  and 

'  Improving  harbor  of  Eri, 

5he  lmDrovattiflnf;  ooitfiiuiina 


I  jnmgbr  it.  &,  raelne„,  J>na„? 

“’Provided  that  the  secretary  „ t 

g-y-  -2i2 

from  the  Marine  ^X  oFTie  ^ 

thaesPt0en  °f 

approved  Say tt,"'  ^“sylvania 
furtner  that  $22  600  of  provided 

not  be  expended  ontn  th?  r  SU'D  shail 
shall  be  accaned  nft  the  aforesaid  title 
00  accaped  oy  the  saoretary  of  war  ” 

Inis  act  passed.  In  a  letter  from 

|  George  Red  way,  chief  clerk  of  the  interior 

!  ^  H(m •  W‘  CaIb8rtson  in 

of  the  ‘?°0S  int°  SOm9  d6tail  aDd  spea^ 
of  the  acceptance  of  tbe  deed”  of  i871 

°Piai0n  by  Ihe  advocate 

general,  given  on  Nov.  18,  1886,  whereby 

the  United  States  might  so  accept  “by 

Lfr;.nPOa  and  takjng  possession  of 
WhichQH  1D  bRiiaIf  °f  tfa°  Unlt8d  Stat^” 

which  too  secretary  of  war  afterwards  did 

f  la  those  Jays  there  was  much  t»ik 

(about  this  deed  of  the  peniEu ZZuT 

jPowry  who  was  the  president  of  the 
Marine  Hospital,  and  others.  It  was 
made  pretty  warm  for  the  then  senator 

from  fir  o  oounty,  aud  tho  upahot  Wftg 

|  this  final  transfer.  The  Dispatch  takes 

pleasure  in  giving  these  facts  and  submits 
b.m„,ttouto„togK,eipres<  ao 

'  Tilet0  dre  f hose  who  hold  that  the 

1  act  of  1886  with  the  acceptance  of -‘title  ? 
mentioned,  and  the  further  fact  that  tbe 
aed  of  18,1  does  not  mention  the  state 
as  a  partner  with  the  United  States,  gives 

ihe  government  clear  title.  Other  attor¬ 
neys,  and  among  them  another  able  ex 
judge  holds  with  Judge  Galbraith  Al 
^together  it  is  a  most  interesting  question 

1  RAMBLER’S  ETCHINGS. 
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The  query  as  to  the  tit!e  to  the  Penin- 
propounded  in  the  Etchings  a  couple 

and  •(  T’  baS  C‘hcited  c!ear’  iustrnctive 
(at  the  P  t0  lrif°rffiatiou  relative  to  it, 
at  the  expense  ol  considerable  research  by 

,Hon.  Mm.  A.  Galbraith, and  the  Rambler 
is  giving  sound  advice  to  Frio  citizens 
who  wish  to  know  “where  we  are  at”  on 

o  cutait'°rbrf  SUbje0t’  b7  t@mug 

cut  it  out  for  future  reference.  It  ia 
fts  follows : 


the  improvement  and  also  r  - . 

nrovomout  of  said  h,rbor  a‘be  im‘ 

.1  recoin  - 


fa-  W“<">."S  T'RambleE^9’  I895' 

lisle  I  Ami  f  tb  P0ninsula,  of  Presque 
6’  1  flnd’  oa  a  oar®ful  examination  of 


•tifi 


’i 


A  :•  *  \  -r  -..■  -  ■''/ 

> 


arTouf^cTs"  of  Assembly  andotbo 
lecords,  that  While  the  right  of  ocoupancy 
and  oontrol  is  vested  in  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  the  title  and  actual 
ownership  remains  m  the  state  of  Pen 

SToTw*„«y  *•  IS".  *h*„If8i™p” 

of  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  supple 
mentary  to  the  act  incorporating  the 
Marlne^Hospital  at  Erie,’  which,  after  a 
preamble  reciting  that  'tbe 
tbe  city  Erie  hare  10 
management  and  supervision  ot  the  pen 
Sa  which  forms  the  northern  bound 
arv  of  the  harbor  of  Erie  as  to  prevent 
aDy  adequate  revenue  arising  ^  ere  ^ 
therefore,  be  it  enacted  etc  That  section 
14  of  the  act  of  April  2,  1M>8,  « entitled  A 
further  supplement  to  an  act  to  mcorpM 
ate  the  city  of  Erie,’  be  so  amended  a»  to 

i  ,h-6  •M"i” 

Board^of  Directors  are  hereby  ®“pow®^ 
to  exercise  such  supervision,  disposition 
and  controT  of  the  same  by  leasing,  or 
otherwise,  as  to  them  shall  be  deemed  for 

'Ve% ilX  to!  Of  Assembly, 
passed  May  11,  of  that  ^Hr  an  epproprr 

ation  of  §30,000  was  made  to  the  Man 
T4nqnital  at  Erie,  but  only  on  the  conoi 
tion^t hat  that  corporation  should  reconvey 
to  the  state  all  the  lands  granted  by 
thfiir  act  ot  incorporation  in  1867,  an 
the  further  condition  that  said  Marine  l 
Hosnital  ‘shall  convey  to  the  United 
States  of  America  all  title  it  may  have  to 
the  peninsula  of  Presque  Isle 
he  held  by  said  United  States,  as  near 
as  may  be  in  its  present  condition  and 
only  for  the  purposes  of  national  defer  ^ 
and  for  the  protection  o 
E,ie  but  in  all  other  respects,  to  be  bud 

feet  to  the  civil  and  criminal  Jurisdiction 
t1ia  atnte  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the 

cLsent  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  is 

hereby  given  to  such  traps  ei '  o 
only  for  ihe  purposes  and  tmder 
Stations  herein  before  mentioned.’ 

An  act  of  Congress  was  passed  in  the 
^  1871  (U.  S.  Statutes,  vol.  24, 

which  the  Secretary  of  War 
IZ  d  e  ed  to  receive  and  accept  title 
ISe/JSfUt  of  May  U  Ml,**  - 

fX’  eaxedcu°tnedMbV  the  Marine  Hospital 

SS^^lSrSS  p^obny  was 
taken  by  the  United  States  government, 
has  ever  since  had  the  custody  and 
"Xl of  the  seme,  although  the  actua 
title  and  ownership  still  remains  vested 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  how- 

This  condition  need  not  hmae  , 
ever  the'  use  of  a  portion  of  the  peninsula 

,.aT.  ivnnt  for  manufacturing  pur 

SSitris 

and  the  state  legislature  as  maybe  n 


..  i.  ;4-  - ’ 
' 


ssr^tam  TSgpSS?  33£ ! 

s:rsrs£^ 

°{  Presque  U  ^  the  chie£  clerk  of 

Is  «»£ 

I  where  he  speaks  of  the^itle’  *£* 

i  StS;  -d  !n  I 

the  deed  conveying  title  being 

BtCr‘  the  United  States  government  | 

didVot  acquire  any  tWe  ^  v o u 

s60  bT  re£e”in*=  poggession  and  occupancy 
namely.  ‘  national  dele. .e  an  , 

protection  ot  tbe  bar  ,  ;  t0  tb. 

»'  p“”lWt™,y  yonr.,  Tn,H  „ 
WM.  A.  gadbraiih. 


*  *  »  - 

g[1.„th,g.o,r.pblo.l  “ 


iron  trade  and  this  .....ation  «•  , 

„b,.oba«H.  and  d»P  d“»«b‘ 
looading  ore  at  the  nortbwo.t  »«.l.  » 
Bitr  Bend,  on  the  south  shore  of  the  pen  j 
in  Tula,  with  clear  water  between  that  and  | 
the  mouth  of  the  liathor,  of  not  less  th* 
twenty-two  feet  in  depth  at  its  shallowed 
1  point.  - 


Another  of  Erie’s  Historic  | 

Buildings  Torn  Down,  k 

German  Catholics.  u. 


i  the  elegant  new  resi- 

TheeT  :  E  Foote,  on  west. 

i  cLence  of.  Mr.  ,  an  histone 

Eighth  street,  has  displ  j  e  as. 

building.  «beCameeoSfUCfhe  earlier  re- 
cr. Hated  with  some  of 
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!i  Jigious  anc. 

Phe  modest _ _ 

j  Eighth  street,  whxu 

(formerly  st0od  on  *** 

I  Eighth,  near  Sassafras  street  &  It 

1  wZTaZ7Td  and  0CCUPie<I  fcyC^t. 

ins'  from  2Ja.rt  whose  family  migrat- 
1830,  was  f rralne  t0  Erie'  in 

family  to  German  Catholic 

thus  headed  at  W  this  city’  They 

abode  was  first  f  f™cesslon-  Their 
ner  of  staf-p  the  northeast  cor- 

at  the  north w  ntd  Tenth  stree^  Then 
Fourth-  aS  C°rnei’  °f  Ffench  and 

West  Eighth  inteth aidS  f°r  years  on 
moved.  in  t’h(a  «7S  ‘rottase  just  re- 
the  German  Pntj?  v*  °f  these  locations 

vice,  iSJtH »f  E«»  “I  ~r. 

ancestral  ta„h°  nt«  »I  their 

Mesquelette  offle^  ’ 

same  father  was  a,-  111  1Sd4>  the 

Rev.  Bishon  Vl  ^fompanied  by  Rt. 

.flrmed-perhaD?  thet’  7°  then  COn' 

i  iic  «as  “■  cath. 

=  p„OMlng  the  "rectl  Eor  “°™ 

small  frame  St  Karv.  n,,  ,  ine 

Ksr Aus  ?  s.’s*  ■ 

Catholic  cent“wrh“e<saer«c'esewe™“‘  I 
casionally  held  with  e  v,  were  oc- 
those  of  kindrefffa!?h  *  groupir^  of 
ance  of  forms  a«f  7  &nd  SUCh  observ'  - 
mitted;  in  ism  cjr<lumstaimeS  per-  ;  f 

manded  by  Ca^t^  ^v,ny  Knoll)’  com- 

Place  of  reLezvPoUSEarthSt’  their  . 

Their  drill  at  tbe  same  spot.  I 

(throw^  toiSSrHf?,6  e“t6rn  rpoms 

house,  west  of  this  l  Erhart  brlck 
as  thp  cottage,  now  known 

occumed  hv  m1'  h°meSteacl-  and  lately 
Enr  tv.  y  Mayor  Walter  Scott. 

Gerl'  86  ^mpany  musterings  the 

«nrpr.eT"vU,3rT «  “““i  “ 

j  -Lr  3'i/r™’  s 

!  wss?  ■ 

ligiotta  interests  2  "»  ~  I 

arousing  a  mints  ,v  ®unttynten  and 

pronounced.  The  mial"*™  Were  “ 
chased  by  Mr  qt„,  ottage  was  pur- 

Mrs.  Foot  inSt,  ’  srandfather  of 
or  so  of  Roman  rlTuS  at  the  ^zen 
of  Erie  (some  of  thpth0ll°  cong:re^ations 
ands  of  adh  ren  oi  t  numbering  thous- 

that  in  the  earPv  th  ?•  ^  t0  reaiize 

that  faith  in  RH0  tles’  about  aH  of 
German  race  coin'd  Part'cularly  of  the 
,  small  room  of  “the  mtif  °UPfd  in  one 
I  removed.  While*3  tv,ttle  C0ttaoe  just 
I  commend  the  taste  QS1J  friends  will 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foot  in  th  enterprise  of 
of  their  beautiful  home  c°nstruction 
like  these  and  the incii^ 
ance  of  old  land  marks  f.‘;Jappear- 
local  history  often  e  ’  *dentified  with 
— -LAL\ten;  emphasize  the  de¬ 


mand  for  an  historical  society, 
would  rescue  the  traditions  am 
balm.  ..the  flickering  m e m o riea-'Wi ®t« 
while  they  linger,  hg5SSBBS 
the  unique  and  remarkable  history  Qf 
ths  Gem  City.  it  is  a  history  in  the 
of  which,  parts  were  enact-' 
ed  in  its  stern  drama  by  two  of  the 
leading  powers  of  Europe.  In  its  ad 

V“  claims  „  »t 

erei&n  states  were  put  forth  and  main¬ 
tained,  while  all  were  ultimately  har- 
monlze(i  by  the  intervention  of.  the 

ies!aSnaUnih°rnty  WKen  under  the  at¬ 
testation  of  George  Washington  the 

site  of  this  beautiful  city  became  an 

mtegra1  and  inalienable  part  of  the 

oneVrred  ln  b6arins  the  name  of 
r,rh^0^iT^at^  benefac- 


-r-*-  -  --y-iy  -  A 

"  --Tv- 

r;  From, 

\  . 

Date .  '//F  t  *  .  Fc ,  ; 

:  7^  .  | 
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EARLY  ERIE. 


History  of  Indian  Occupation  of 
This  Section. 


WARRING  TRIBES 


I  And  Washington’s  Mission  to 
Fort  Le  Boeuf. 


M^VT\^Td  by  tb0  historian 

of  the  “IiAn'nf5118011’  meetiui 

I «  the  e°u°*ra?rv  °Llhe  Rwolufou,  ■ 

ing  this  welk  hid  SRn  iGring  °ne  evon 
for  its  local  history  thft  nTs^prSlc 

"c“u”  ^is,0^up,r„<!S“vi,'8  ™d  d« 


, itf  om~rW»cl8  stretcB'xBg~^o™ 

ocean  to  ocean,  across  t lie  wide  con¬ 
tinent;  our  steamships  ploughing 
Waves  of  oceans,  seas  and  rivers^  °£* 
telegraphs,  and  cables  conncotihg  us 
with  European  countries;  our  eleotrio 
lights  and  long  distance  telephones, 

'  can  scarcely  realize  that  ^  .hunared 
,  years  ago,  all  this  vast  continent,  ex¬ 
cept  a  small  portion  along  the  Atlantio 
1  ooast,  was  inhabited  by  ,  th  t 

{  “It  is  with  tne ‘noble  red  man  that 

"  T  shall  begin  my  paper  on  the  early 
history  of  Erie,  There  were  three  tribes 
who  inhabited  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Erie  The  Kahkwas.  the  Misisssaugas, 

and  the  Erics,  Many  historians  have 

assumed  that  the  Kahkwas  and  Eries 
i  were  identical,  but  more  thoroug 
search  has  proven  the  contrary-  The 
Kahkwas  (otherwise  known  as  the 
‘Neutral  Nation)  lived  along  ^e  Ni- 
aeara  river,  around  the  site  of  Buffalo, 
but  principally  upon  its  western  Da: oks. 
This  tribe  was  destroyed  by  the  Iio 
auois  as  earlv  as  1651. 

“The  Mississaugas,  better  known  as 
the  Oaibwavs,  aaocording  to  Marshall, 
who  if  considered  the  greatest  author 
itv  on  Niagara  frontier  history,  lived 
along  the  northern  portion  of  the  west 
shore  of  the  Niagara  river,  along  Ohip- 
uewas  creak.  Mississauga  Point  is 
opposite  Fort  Niagara, on  the  Canadian 
side.  They  were  called  Chippewa, 
also.  The  bands  of  the  Eries  extended 
i  from  south  of  tbe  most  western  extrem¬ 
ity  of  Lake  Erie,  as  far  eastward  as 
the  Genessee  river.  On  the  whole,  I 
have  learned  that  the  most  probable 
Indian  occupation  of  Presqne  Isle  was 
that  of  the  Eries,  though  these  tribes 
constantly  shifted  about  destroying 
.  eaoh  other,  and  seizing  the  hands  of 
the  vanquished  foes,  French  mission¬ 
aries  were  among  the  Eries  as  early  as 
1626  One  historian  says  this  trioe 
numbered  about  12.000.  They  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  Iroquois  m  l6oo.  A 
pathetic  story  is  that  of  the  extermina¬ 
tion  of  the  Eries.  Learning  that  the 
Iroquois  were  about  to 
against  them,  they  determined  to 
surprise  the  enemy  in  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  counting  upon  an  easy  victory. 
Their  plans  however  were  betrayed  by 
a  treacherous  woman  of  their  own  tribe 
and  defeat  was  their  portion.  Upon 
receiving  this  information,  the  Iroquois 
organized  a  powerful  war  party,  and 
on  the  bank  of  a  stream,  prepared  an 
ambush  for  their  unsuspecting  foes_ 
On  came  the  Eries  with  no  thought  of 
danger.  The  stream  was  reached  ana 
crossed.  Then,  as  if  springing  up  out 
of  the  very  earth,  the  Iroquois  fe 
upon  them,  and  they  were  driven  back 

wPith  fearful  loss.  Nothing  daunted^ 

they  crossed  again  to  renew  the  attack 
and  were  again  driven  back.  Seven 
times  in  all  did  they  cross  this  fateful 
stream,  always  with  the  same  result, 
aud  at  last,  realizing  the  bltter  humil¬ 
iation  of  their  defeat,  the  remnant  of 


the  mighty  war  party  which  bad  set 
out  so  proudly  a  few  hours  betoie 
mournfully  retraced  its  steps  to  its  own 
village  and  tho  waiting  women  and 
children. 

Eries  Qrowirig  Weaker. 

“Later,  battle  after  battle  was 
fought.  The  Eries  were  growing 
weaker  and  fewer.  Not  alone  did  the 
war  club  and  arrow  seal  their  doom, 
i  a  pestilence  broke  out  among  them 
I  and  tney  fell  like  leaves  before  an 
autumn  gale.  The  Iroquois,  quick  to 
seize  this  advantage,  determined  to  end 
one  of  the  cruelist  and  most  bloody 
wars  ever  ■  waged.  They  remorselessly 
butchered  the  captive  warriors,  and 
distributed  the  women  and  children 
among  their  own  lodges.  The  lew 
Eries  who  succeeded  in  making  their 
escape  fled  to  the  south  and  west,  their 
name  and  language  as  a  tribe  lost. 
Students  of  Indian  history  maintain 
that  in  progress  and  intelligence,  the 
Eries  were  far  above  the  other  tribes 
of  North  American  Indians.  Ihey 
have  long  since  passed  away. 

“But  their  name  is  on  the  waters. 

“And  ye  may  not  wash  it  out. 

1  ‘  Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  people 
from  whom  Lake  Erie  took  her  name. 

“After  the  extermination  of  the 
Eries,  all  the  south  shore  of  the  lake 
was  oooupied  uy  the  Iroquois,  or  Six 
Nations’  as  they  were  afterward  called 
by  the  English:  a  confederacy  com 
posed  of  the  Onondagas.  Cavugas 
Senecas,  Oneidas.  Mohawks  and  lus 
caroras.  There  for  an  hundred  years 
their  campfires  shown  brightly.  They  j 
pursued  their  game  through  the  track- i 
less  forests,  and  cultivated  their  patches  j| 
of  corn.  Their  villages  .  dotted  the  I 
shores  of  tbe  lake  and  their  canoes  shot 
oyer  its  bright  waters,  but  a  change 
was  soon  to  come  with  advancing  civil¬ 
ization.  Both  French  and  English 
were  preparing  to  extend  their  settle¬ 
ments  westward,  each  laying  claim  to 
the  fertile  lands  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains,  a  claim  not  to  be  settled 
without  many  a  hard  fought  battle 
during  a  period  of  years. 

“Eaoh  of  tbe3e  contending  parties 
saw  the  necessity  of  gaining  the  good 
will  and  assistance  of  the  Indians 
inhabiting  this  region. 

“Through  tbe  agency  of  one, 
Joucaire,  many  of  the  tribes  were  won 
over  to  the  French,  He  had  been  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Iroquois  when  a  child 
and  became  thoroughly  conversant  with 
their  language  and  customs,  and  was 
really  considered  by  them  as  one  of 
themselves.  When  he  at  last  returned 
to  civilization  the  Canadian  govern¬ 
ment  was  not  slow  to  recognize  what 
a  powerful  factor  be  might  prove  in 
their  hands  for  the  management  of  the 
;  Indians,  owing  to  his  intimate  Jrnowl- 
|  edge  of  their  character  and  customs.  At 
|  times  Joucaire  was  sent  as  ambassador 
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waring1* ’eS,a  n3^at0,r  between 
Indians  S  eea  as  a  leader  of  ti iS 
“In  mq  U  !?p%'ed  hy  the  Franca, 
was  sent  out ‘from  fVeI®rou  expedition 
to  the  lands  Q“e^°  to  lay  claim 

in  the  name  tbe  Alleghenies 

had  with  Them  E?^01*  kln"  lh^’ 

scriptlous  nron  th^  p?tes  with  in- 

the  land  belonged  Gto  p™™”"  tbat 

which  wore  nailJ  ™ce,  some  of 
others  were  bm-ifa  6  trees*  while 

was  not  until £®d  m  tbc  ^ound.  it 

that  the  French  tookara1f  t61'  bowever> 
to  make  g00d  i\Z  a?tlve  measures 

decided  by  the  Pn,5.a-  1  o3>  3t  was 

to  establish  forts  alone  the  f°Vcnjnjcnt 
Celeron  had  taken  from  the 
the  Ohio  river  and  ,  lakes  to 

“•  oomu,„r„T2ce“?0t10rr“ 
w“sxe?.  sy«  f»  *"B  p£Br 

first  -poinTsAtTed noon tauqua>  tfle 
PrTsquelL  wafreached6  i?6b  UUtil 

Quesne,  the  commandei  ^  H?08’*  Dn 
was  extravagant  in  ht  praises  0T  ’ 


Presque  Isle  Bay 


“!■&«•*>■•  finest  spot  In  nature. . 
to  Port  LeBoauf  V  ‘'“““toe  south 

1  fit's  “5  "a  “f“  »r  ss 

■gifsf’jsr  svvss 

‘fiat  theUn,“8“(mS  CV*”"’ 

\sss - 

Britan io  Maiestv  A  y  of  His 

was  serif  ^  cozniaissionor 

fto«.h8rffij°„ror,?ho,  s  ?? 

,  his  mission  was  c  flu,,  Ohio,  but 
(Dinwiddle,  who  claimed ^  the Goveraor 
es  a  portion  of  Virgin^  d  °oua*ry 
to  send  a  demand^™  i  ^  n  dscided 
[tions  of  Presque  1^  aL  thf  p0rtifoa' 
discontinued/  MQ  aad  LeB°eut  be 

ambassa^ol^or^bi^m' f°r  t  snitable 

fell  upon  George  wT!S10nibis  ohoice 
i  although  only  tw^Jlt■•Ja8biIJ8:^'or!,  who, 
bad  gained  tL  Sdl^®  y?ara  of  a*e> 
[by  the  courage  abiiitv^u0'’^00  pnblic 
the  had  heretofore  shown^ wJud«ement 


of 


UU  ems 

r*Ti 

I  an  old  Tboncah  Taohem  .“5“lsd  ,'1' 
chief  called  White  Th^’  S“d  aaotber 

Tiauilf  i,Thn-'~  " 


I 


a  u,be  w’ 6 a  tfie?  wak'ij,^.1. t' 

■d  Washington  ■  and  .his 
nered  many,  .hards  hi  us 

4-^  J-h.  . 


-udian  hunt 
inclement  a 

ShteSt-t"**0  ”’a"y'  j^wtiw. 

“  »a4  to  °s 

w»g“““en  ST  >•«&  -'  S 

fir’s,  ‘i; 

ris 

Indians 

alTegSe  to 

p;£.BH?!ir»£d,o; 

Washington’s  Reception. 

Washington  was  received  efiurteous- 
presence™*  of  „  iat0  ,  the 

After  several  ^  daT^T, 
irritating  delay,  and  renewed  but  un 

r5^frtft0Win  0 ver  the  In-' 
u,fr“  ’+Wr.SbllJf!toa  was  at  last  given  a 

letter  to  Gov.  Dinwiddie  and  Islmit  1 

ted  to  depart.  Fisko  in  a  5  .  c 
Eevolnaon,  ias  this  illy  01“wosh“ 

; i nf  °B  m”^-8’011  to  ^eDango:  ‘Noth 
jing  in  Washington's  whola  career  i<- 
;  more  remarkable  than  the  fact  that 

that  most  delicate  and  dangero/s  dif 

aud™ the  FrefT  t0  tbe  lDd,an  chiefs' 
nunffn  j9  n  cb  commander  at  Ve¬ 
nango.  <  Consummate  knowledge  m 

h»»ao  Phtoro  a.  well  as  of  wooTLl?, 


u  courage  that  no  throita  s,  ^ 
and  a  clear  i  ifelligence  tha?Uld  dannt 
ery  could  Led  wink,  were  tL  e-aoJl' 
acsolutely  deaandad  bv  fJh  qnaJui(^ 
taking;  yet  tie  vouug  ^  °h  aa  u°dsr- 
himsalf  of  hi!  perilous  t“«t  ,  acqai«ed 
with  credit,  ut  with  =1^  Jot  merely 
above  sketch  cannot  h*  0”?01''  The 
eluded  in  thebistcry  of  p,^1Ctly  in* 
buc  as  it  re  la  as  to  Erin  nfo  ®‘,que  Isje. 
given  it  as  itiannnt  a=.,!  f  have 


given  it  as  itiancot  fail  tn^ty’  1  h 
“There  is  said  to  M  la£efest- 
French  villag  of  about  baV@  bQe,:i  3 
families  at  Bisque  Isle  in^m? U,Ddred 
was  soon  abudoned  -1763’  but  3t 


Me  was';'edied  SatoW80twOf  P**°Z** 
thirty  ,»  Siwfi0 
»  few  Wto,  U,  in  „’m  « 
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gated  by  .the  FwrTcbT’  The  war' 
iosed  in  1W,  leaving  toe.  whole 
western  country  under  the  bomiuion  o 
the  victorious^ English  and  that  year 
they  occupied  Presque  Me  fdrt .  and 

:”IMS  l  m»7.o« 

Thlt  vaar  oeetrred  the  greet  uprising1, 
ot  the  Indian  tribes  commonly  known 
as  the  ‘Pontiac  war.’  The  Delawares  I 
Shawnees  and  other  tribes  of  the  Ohio, 
who  had  made  the  greatest  pretense  o 

M°nSM"  to  tbe8E»gli»^«  *«• 

chiefs  had  been  allies  of  Washington, 
were  foremost  in  this  outbreak,  under 
the  leaderships  of  the  famous^  chief. 
Pmitiao.  The1  plot  was  laid  with  mos 


Pontiac.  The  plot  was  laid  with  most 
tmnsuininace  skill  and  Indian  secrecy 
till  the  forts  from  Detroit  to  lort  JJ 
QuesM  weiu  attacked  at  a 

25«S  “SlSSa’too  “ou"c« 
3S  iSITwS  -f.  “» 

terror  reigned  throughout  the  land 

Held  Out  Two  Long  Days. 


“Presque  Isle,  with  its  little  garri¬ 
son  held  out  two  long  days, 
had  fallen  but  they  knew  it  not.  and 
when  it  was  attaoked  bya]al»3  t 
cf  Indians,  they  resolved  to  hold  out 
as  long  as  possible  m  the  hope  that 
assistance  would  be  sent  them,  loo 
well  they  knew  the  horrors  that  beieii 
those  who  surrendered  themselves 
S°  ,M.  Plenties,  foe  “ 

threw  up  breastworks  and  the  attack 

began.  Gloomy  indeed  was  the  out. 

look  Twenty  men  with  scanty  sup 

'X  of  »7»jW  «*■»*  »» “ *  *“f, 

castle  of  loss.  figotauB 

provisioned  and  protected  bynaeral 
earthworks,  not  forty  yards  distant. 
The  upper  story  of  the  block  house  was 
several  feet  wider  than  the  lower,  and 
holes  in  the  floor  were  provided 
through  which  they  could  shoot  down 
upon  the  enemy.  Now  and  again  an 
Indian  would  dash  across  the  open  with 
a  blazing  fire  brand  in  his  hand,  in  an 
attemnt  to  fire  the  walls  of  the  block 
bouse,' but  each  in  turn  was  laid  low 
bv  the  unerring  aim  of  one  of  the  gar 
risen.  That  plan  was  soon  abandoned. 
Then"  they  resorted  to  the  fire  now. 
The  fire  how  was  a  stout  bar  of  ash  o 
hickory  one  end  of  wbioh  was  firmly 
sat  in  the  earth.  In  the  other  a  shal¬ 
low  cavity  was  hollowed  and  just  be¬ 
neath  was  attaobed  a  stout  thong,  J 
which  the  bow  could  be  drawn  hack. 
A  bail  of  tow  or  other  inflammable ^ma¬ 
terial  wound  about  a  small  f  one  to 
live  it  weight  was  saturated  with 
pitch  The  upper  end  of  the  bow  was 
rttlwn  back  a  fire  hall  placed  in  the 
cavity  and ’lighted,  the  thong  released 
and  the  blazing  missile 
the  force  and  accuracy  ot  an  -«ow. 
Again  and  again,  the  walls  took  he 
but  each  blaze  was  _  extiuguis  _ 

a 


booh  as  discovered,  binding  tbii 
of  avail,  the  Indians  then  beg 
shoot  blazing  arrows  into  the  ai 
which  fell  upon  the  dry  shingles  of 
the  roof.  Scarcely  a  minute  passed 
that  a  tiny  blaze  did  not  shoot  up. 
The  roof  could  be  gained  from  the  in¬ 
terior  through  an  onening  protected  on 
two  sides  by  a  barrioade  of  planks, 
and  from  there  water  could  be  thrown  1 
cirtbe  roof.  Barrels  filled  with  water, 
were  always  kept  in  the  blook  house 
for  this  emergency.  All  day  long  the 
Indians  kept  up  a  ceaseless  firing  upon 
the  fort.  Night  was  appioaching  and 
desperate  was  the  plight  of  the  little 
garrison.  They  bad  fought  from  ear¬ 
liest  dawn  without  a  moment  s  rest.  { 
They  were  weary  and  tortured  by 
thirst  The  wounded  moaned  piteously 
for  water,  but  the  supply  in  the  barrels 
was  exhausted  and  certain  death 
awaited  him  who  should  attempt  to 
reach  the  well  in  the  parade  ground 
Christie  knew  that  without  water  all 
hope  of  resistance  must  quickly  dis¬ 
appear  and  ordering  two  men  to  fol.ow 
him  they  repaired  to  the  lower  story 
and  quickly  had  the  floor  torn  up  and 
were  at  woik  digging  a  well  inside  the , 
block  nonse.  They  worked  with  a 
will  and  never  was  a  well  more  speed- 
ily  sunk.  At  midnight  their  efforts 
were  rewarded  by  two  feet  cf  muddy 
water,  which  the  weary  men  quaffed 
as  if  it  were  nectar.  Before  the  well 
was  half  completed  another  cry  of  fire 
was  raised.  They  were  without  water 
but  their  hands  were  left  and  with 
them  they  tore  off  the  blazing  shingles 
and  the  danger  was  for  a  time  averted. 
All  through  the  night  the  Indians  kept 
up  the  attack.  Morning  dawned 
bringing  fresh  danger  with  its  light. 
The  commander’s  house  was  a  mass  ot 
glowing  embers,  and  they  could  see 
that  the  enemy  were  making  piepara- 
tious  to  undermine  the  blockhouse,  and 
for  that'  they  had  no  defense.  Still 
they  kept  up  their  stubborn  resistance 
hoping  against  hope  for  relief.  The 
day  dragged  its  weary  length  along 
and  onoe  more  darkness  brooded  over 
Presque  Isle.  Christie  s  men  would 
have  long  sinoe  given  up  in  despaii, 
but  the  young  commander’s  indomit 
able  will  and  noble  courage  put  new 
heart  into  them. 


Ordered  to  Surrender. 


“At  midnight  the  incessant  firing  of 
the  enemy  suddenly  ceased  and  a  voice 
hailed  them  from  its  ranks,  demand¬ 
ing  their  instant  surrender,  also  de¬ 
claring  they  were  prepared  to  burn 
them  from  above  and  below  and  that 
their  lives  should  be  spared  if  they 
save  themselves  up.  Christie,  still 
clinging  to  the  hope  that  help  would 
come,  asked  them  *to  wait  until  morn¬ 
ing  and  they  agreed.  Despairingly, 
the  little  garrison  watched  the  light 
creep  into  the  sky  that  morning  of  the 


I  2^d  JQne,  for  no  help  bad  come  nn  i 
I  shadow  of  hope  was  left  them  'For! 

I  32?  “I'6"  thsy  bad  snrrendered, 

neiJhhTri8  ^6pt  as  Prlsonf,rs  hi  the 
tro/j^ b?5h  °°d’  aDd  then  ta&en  to  Do¬ 
th,,  ’  ^beie  not.  lon8  after  most  of 
can^«nT°eedGd-  1U  maki“g  their  es- 

at  that  d»r6re  grVeu  refa?e  ^  fort 
I  at  that  place.  It  has  been  said  that 

l£e  it  won  i  C0T3ld  have  saved  Presque 
croft  .1  never  have  iallcii.'"  i±m- 
Sted  Sa®’  iD  bis  history  of  the 
8on  of  twl  S  fys  tbat  with  its  garri- 
the  most  d  mei3>  it  was  one  of 

mthTl!  i  *  °f  the  forts  and 
Christie  w  r9tahlod  bad  not 

oanifola*  J *  °LblS  8611803  with  terror. 


■  #?»  '■ 


I  oani  tula  tori  ■  8611803  with  terror, 

of  savin!  V  glvIllg  ap  tbe  s°ie  chance 
knife  ’ l  “en  froni  the  scalping 

oLZTlZ  S"  '*  fo  i >  well 

°nnf hn  1E  triumph  to  Detroit.’  Still 

gem  the^T*  8ayS  tlJat  b7  strata- 
to  “be  fort*  Ph?-%?ained  aU  entrance 
Isorne  imm  £?lstle  was  enticed  to 
ome  little  distance  to  look  at  «nmA 

(furs  they  had  to  dispose  of  About 

I  party  5f  Im!?aUnd  baVe  retunied  a  large 
peltrfos  Sunnn  •  appo?r0d  laden  with 
1  “  »«* 

«s:  ,x°‘  txtzr 

"  ,.^st  American  Settlement.  ! 

Fresofm  Tadf  AtnoilcniJ  settlement  of 
rresque  Isle  was  begun  in  1705  — u  1  I 

a  portion  o.t  Gen.  Wayne’s  army  under 
the  command  of  Clant  y  under 

mill  wlib.lt 

dians,  he  was  taken  fn  m lth  the  &>- 
at  Presane  Tsio  1 1'  TlJey  landed 

one  of  the  block  houses6  ?for<?ken  t0 
was  prepared  for  him’  3  100311 

story.  Before  a  nhb.  ”  io  the  upper, 
from  Piftsbnr-  pbysi0.ian  coald  arrive 
brave  life  bad  gone  ouT*  Th0*'  th9 

£Sf-#ot?hs 

'ought  b.wi,  telS'5'to°ff  7r  hard 

as  7““" 

aLTrtis  £ 

lie  was  placed  therein  D  nDlform 

the  foot  of  the  flagS®aJ  of'  *?nri£d  at 
house  according  to  hio  tbe  block 

^  thirteen  gyeaw  Vested  ^ 

then,  ms  family  deeirinir  \  her8’ 
mains  at  the  side  of  hi8*4?f?V18  I6' 

"”*  Md  removed  awn,  Thf".  S“ 
a8‘““  ,nl”“a  >»  tie  grave  frot 


the 

in 


3E 


which  it  was  taken.  Almost  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  after  the  death  of  this  brave 
general,  interest  was  awakened  and  a 
search  made  for  his  grave,  which  was 
finally  looated.  In  1880,  a  block  house 
the  fac  simile  of  the  one  in  which  he 
bad  died,  was  built  over  the  spot  as  a 
monument  to  one  of  the  most  fearless 
and  brilliant  generals  the  wo  id  has 
known. 

War  Again  Declared. 

When  ‘patience  had  ceased  to  be  a 
virtue,  cm  the  19th  of  June.  1812,  the 
United  States  again  declared  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Indignities  and 
insults  innumerable  had  been  heaped 
upon  us  by  Englaud.  Nine  hundred 
and  seventeen  of  our  ships  had  been 
seized  and  our  sailors  impressed  into 
the  English  service.  France,  too,  began 
to  seize  our  ships  and  the  merchant 
service  of  the  United  States  was  well 
nign  ruined.  Something  must  be  done 
yet  how  could  we  go  to  war  with 
England,  who  had  a  thoasand  vessels 
in  her  navy,  while  we  had  only 
twenty?  The  situation  was  dismissed 
in  Congress.  Henry  Clay  said,  “Weak 
as  we  are,  we  can  fight  both  France 
and  Bnglmd  if  necessary  in  a  good 
cause— the  cause  of  honor  and  inde- 
jpndenoe,  ’'  and  many  agreed  with  him. 

1  uthers  there  were  having  a  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  service  France 
had  rendered  us  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  were  for  fighting  England  alone. 
Some  were  opposed  to  going  to  war  at 
alJ,  f 8a ring  that  all  might  be  lost 
which  had  been  gained  in  the  seven 
years’  stsuggle  fer  independence.  The 
spirit  of  1775  had  not  died  out,  and 
the  wrongs  suffered  then,  still  rankled 
in  the  breasts  of  many,  so  war  with 
England  was  declared. 

4  Disastrous  Year. 

“Thelirst  year  ended  in  disaster  to 
the  Americans,  and  left  the  lakes  and 
oountry  to  the  northwest  under  the 
ccntrol  c„  the  British.  Presque  Isle 
(whose  1  ame  at  the  laying  out  of  the 
town  had  been  changed  to  Erie)  on 
account  if  its  central  position  on  the 
lake,  anci  the  excellence  of  its  harbor 
was  considered  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  the  western  military  pests. 
Erie,  however,  was  in  no  condition  for 
defense.  There  were  no  fortifications. 

The  block  houses  built  in  1795  were 
nearly  in  ruins, and  with  the  excention 
of  a  company  of  militia,  there 'was 
no  force  at  hand  to  withstand  an  in¬ 
vasion.  Promptly  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  this  company  offered  their 
services  to  the  President.  After  serv¬ 
ing  elsewhere  a  short  time,  they  were 
stationed  at  Erie.  The  Americans  by 
this  time  realized  that  if  they  were  to 
be  successful  in  this  second  war  with 
Englaud,  they  must  regain  control  of 
the  lakes,  and  to  accomplish  this,  they 
must  have  war  vessels.  The  construe- 


!  tiori  of  di  fleet  was  ordered,  and  Erie 
was  selected  as  the  place  of  greatest 
security 'for  snch  an  undertaking.  The 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  yhe  bay  precluded 
the  possibility  of  the  entrance  of  the 
large  British  war  vessels,  while  little 
difficulty  would  he  experienced  in 
getting  the  contemplated  fleet  out  of 
the  harbor.  Lieut.  Oliver  Hazard 
Perry,  who  had  been  in  oharge  of  the 
flotilla  at  Newport,  was  assigned  the 
command  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  a 
young  man  only  twenty-seven  years  of 
age,  but  was  well  fitted  for  such  a 
responsible  position.  He  arrived  in 
Erie  the  27th  of  March,  1813,  and 
seeing  the  defenseless  condition  of  the 
place,  immediatley  set  about  its  iorti- 
fioation.  The  old  block  houses  were 
restored,  and  a  new  block  house  was 
built  on  the  bluff  overlooking  the 
shipyard.  Redoubts  were  thrown  up 
and  every  precaution  for  the  safety  of 
the  fleet  taken.  In  answer  to  Perry’s 
appeal  for  troops,  a  thousand  militia 
were  ordered  to  Erie.  Brass  field 
pieces  Were  placed  where  they  could  do 
!  the  mofjt  execution,  and  soldiers  were 
j  kept  continuously  patrolling  the  lake 
shore.  hat  the  enemy  might  be  led 
I  to  belieVe  that  a  large  force  was  cou- 
'oentrated  at  this  point.  The  gunboats 
Porcupine,  Tigress  and  Soorpion  were 
built  at  the  mouth  of  Lee’s  R 
Lawrence,  Niagara  uud 


un,  wbiias 

Ariel  were 
built  at  the  month  of  the  Big  Cascade 
— the  present  site  of  the  Erie  &  Pitts¬ 
burg  docks.  The  delay  iu  manning 
and  equipping  the  war  vessels  had 
been  most  exasperating,  and  much 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting 
the  Lawrence  and  Niagara  over  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  but! 
it  was  finally  accomplished  and  on  the, 

'  6th  of  August  Perry’s  squadron  started 
on  its  first  cruise.  The  Lawrence  bad 
been  named  for  that  brave  commander 
who  lost  his  life  in  the  engagement 
between  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
Shannon,  and  whose  last  words, 

\  “Don’t  Give  Up  the  Ship,” 

(Perry  bad  inscribed  on  his  battle  flag. 
jA  few  weeks  later  this  squadron 
/gained  a  glorious  viotory  in  an  eu- 
1  gagement  on  Lake  Erie,  which  will  be 
known  through  all  the  ages  as  Perry’s 
!  victory.  Well  deserved  was  the  name 
and  fame  the  young  commodore  gained 
!  that  September  day,  and  the  words  of 
his  famous  dispatch  to  Gen.  Harrison, 
“We  have  met  the  enemy  and  they 
(are  ours,’  can  never  fail  to  thrill  the 
I  heart  of  every  true  American. 

“Upon  Perry’s  return  to  Erie  he  was 
greeted  with  the  wildest  rejoicings, 
cannon  boomed,  processions  were 
formed  and  everything  done  to  show 
honor  to  this  young  hero.  It  wa3  the 
first  time  au  American  fleet  had  met  a 
British  fleet  and  captured  it  and  the 
whole  oountry  showered  praise  and 
honors  upon  Perry. 

“A  naval  station  was  kept  up  at 
Erie  nntil  1825.  It  will  not  do  to  dose 
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tlys  sketch  of  Erie  without  some  reter- 1 
e(4oe  to  the  visit  cf  Lafayette,  who,  | 
with  his  son,  was,  in  1824,  making  a 
tour  of  the  coantry,  whose  cause  he 
had  so  nobly  espoused  during  the  Rev¬ 
olution.  At  Waterford,  where  they 
had  stayed  over  night,  tbey  were  met 
by  a  delegation  from  Erie,  which  es¬ 
corted  them  to  that  place.  At  Federal 
Hill  a  body  of  military  was  found 
awaiting  them  and  the  entire  cortege 
wended  their  way  to  the  foot  of  State 
street  where  they  were  greeted  by  a 
national  salute,  and  reoeived  introduc¬ 
tions  to  the  naval  officers  and  promi¬ 
nent  citizens.  Great  preparations  bad 
the  little  town  made  for  their  enter¬ 
tainment.  After  having  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  ladies,  tbey  all  repaired 
to  the  bridge  over  the  ravine  on  Sec¬ 
ond  street,  between  State  and  French, 
on  which  tables  170  feet  long  bad  been 
erected  for  a  publio  dinner.  ‘The 
tables  were  elegantly  adorned,  and 
were  covered  with  awnings  made  of 
the  sails  of  the  British  vessels  which 
Perry  had  captured.  ’  The  afternoon 
of  the  same  day  Lafayette  departed  for 
the  east  accompanied  by  numerous 
citizens,  who  evidently  believed  in  the 
old  adage,  ‘Speed  the  parting  guest.’ 
Louis  Phillipe,  who  afterward  beoame 
King  of  France,  spent  a  day  or  two  i 
at  Presque  Isle  in  1795,  being  enter-  | 
tained  by  Thomas  Reese  in  his  tent  ory* 
the  lake  shore.” 
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